All Souls Church, Unitarian

Green Sanctuary Action Plan

A.  Worship and Celebration 

GOAL:  Grow and institutionalize eco-spirituality as a component of our worship and theology, and strengthen the congregation’s exposure to the theological and spiritual implications of the Seventh Principle.

· Explore and honor the Seventh Principle annually in a dedicated worship service so that it becomes part of All Souls Church’s liturgical calendar (probably around Earth Day).   

· Enhance our awareness and understanding of the spiritual basis for and interconnections between social justice activism and care for the earth by having an annual Environmental Justice-themed worship service and educational event related to it for the next 2 years (as a pilot).
B.  Religious Education 

GOAL: Offer adult ASC members and friends a regular opportunity to study some aspect of the Seventh Principle.

· Offer at least one relevant Adult Spiritual Development class every term for the next 2 years. 

(Examples: Environmentalism, racism, and multiculturalism; movie and discussion series; Exploring the 7th principle through a spiritual lens; Environmental themes in world religions; Socially Responsible Investment; Examining personal lifestyle choices (e.g. Simplicity Circles). 

GOAL: Record Seventh Principle themes that have been incorporated in the Religious Education curriculum for children and youth. Collaborate on additional themes as needed.
· Work with the Director of Religious Education and the RE Committee to record how Seventh Principle lessons have been integrated in their curriculum across grade levels.  Discuss possible avenues for further lessons if needed. 
C.  Environmental Justice 

GOAL: Help ASC members better understand the connections between racial, economic and environmental justice through addressing a pressing relevant neighborhood concern.

· Develop and distribute educational materials on the impact of local pollutants on children’s health (e.g. air pollution & asthma; lead poisoning and learning disabilities), including the differential health effects on various demographic groups of children.  Research organizing and advocacy being done to address these issues by various groups within our neighborhood and the city. Explore ways church members and friends can get involved. 
GOAL:  Conduct follow-up actions on the Global Warming Statement of Conscience after the debate and vote at the 2006 UUA General Assembly. 

· We will help sponsor a regional UU training for on socially responsible investing techniques that advance social and environmental justice issues, with a focus on global warming.  on this.) A first step will be working with our own Investment Committee to provide training and develop a policy for our church in this regard. 

D.  Sustainable Living 

GOAL: Make greening All Souls’ building part of the ASC Capital Campaign.

· Provide a briefing for the Capital Campaign Committee related to the building and grounds audits performed by outside experts, noting recommendations and cost-estimates. This will include the environmental justice dimensions. 

GOAL:  Improve ASC’s ability to encourage low-impact transportation solutions for people wishing to attend church functions. 

· We will develop a car-pool/ride share system.
· We will host an annual “greener transport” Sunday.  This event will be geared to discouraging one-occupant-only cars coming to church.  (The title will be formulated to encourage all forms of greener transportation, with the understanding that it may not be feasible for everyone to ride a bike, walk, or take public transportation because of disabilities or other logistical reasons.) 

GOAL: Improve ASC’s energy efficiency.

· Assist staff in implementing energy-saving measures recommended by the energy consultant as having short-term gains/cost recovery. This will include joining Greater Washington InterFaith Power & Light.

GOAL:  Encourage members to consider how they might live more spirit-filled and healthy lives by paying greater attention to the Seventh Principle. 

· We will develop educational materials and efforts to teach church members how to do an environmental audit at home. Where it is appropriate, we will link this to highlights of the church audits. Home audits will include a strong component of encouraging members to examine the role of consumerism in their lives.
· Green Resolution:  We will create a voluntary and hopefully annual initiative that enables All Souls members to flex their “green” muscles, make a difference, and build a collective impact. This would cover simple environmentally-minded steps they would take in their personal lives, at All Souls, and in Word & Spirit. It will also build from our church’s action plan to have a multiplier effect. 
HOW WILL YOUR FAMILY BE INVOLVED????  Here are a few ideas…
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A.  Worship and Celebration 

GOAL:  Grow and institutionalize eco-spirituality as a component of our worship and theology, and strengthen the congregation’s exposure to the theological and spiritual implications of the Seventh Principle.

· Mark your family calendar now: Plan to come to church Sunday, APRIL 20, 2008 for our special Earth Sunday service! Make this an annual part of your family celebration of Earth Day.   

B.  Religious Education 

GOAL: Offer adult ASC members and friends a regular opportunity to study some aspect of the Seventh Principle.

· Let the Seventh Principle Committee know what ideas you have for inter-generational and family-related Adult Spiritual Development classes.  Volunteer to help lead one! Attend one!  We will be offering classes each term at church. Some of our ideas in this regard: a movie and discussion series; and “The Seventh Principle and Lifestyle Choices” class; a discussion of the importance of children relating to nature based on the book “Last Child in the Woods”.

 GOAL: Record Seventh Principle themes that have been incorporated in the Religious Education curriculum for children and youth. Collaborate on additional themes as needed.
· Volunteer to be a part of a small team working with the Director of Religious Education and the RE Committee to review the entire curriculum across grade-levels to see how Seventh Principle lessons have been integrated. 
C.  Environmental Justice 

GOAL: Help ASC members better understand the connections between racial, economic and environmental justice through addressing a pressing relevant neighborhood concern.

· Be part of our effort to learn and educate about the impact of local pollutants on children’s health.  Contact the committee to find out how!  Use the information to help protect your children’s health as well as others.
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D.  Sustainable Living 

GOAL:  Improve ASC’s ability to encourage low-impact transportation solutions for people wishing to attend church functions. 

· Sign up to participate in our car pool/ride-share system.  Have one of your teens volunteer to help us poll members at church and map routes in exchange for community service credit!

· Have your children help figure out how your family will get to church in a new and improved way when we have our “greener transport” Sunday on April 20th, 2008 (Earth Day Sunday). 

GOAL:  Encourage members to consider how they might live more spirit-filled and healthy lives by paying greater attention to the Seventh Principle. 

· Ask your children to take the lead in helping you do a home environmental impact audit based on educational materials we will produce.  Talk with them about the findings and get their help in deciding on and making change.
· Green Resolution.  Sign up your family in this collective program at All Souls! Enroll your kids into keeping tabs of what your family is doing for the Green Resolution, for our tally at the end of the year. 
