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To build the Beloved Community, All Souls Church
cultivates and celebrates . . .

€ spiritual growth and transfo
from others, and seek lives of meaning and reverence.

€ a welcoming, diverse, and vi
love, respect, and care for one another.

€ service and prophetic action
justice, healing, and sustainability.

€ a welcoming and accessible b
nurturing spaces for spiritual growth, serves the community

within and outside the walls of All Souls Church, and

embodies our commitment to sustainability.
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Campaign Meditation

I n 0This House, 6 the Unitarian Uni ver 8189)isgoke oimi n i
the church as a shelter for our dreams. We invite you to contemplate his words as you consider your
gift to the All Souls capital campaign.

This House
(Reading #444 from Singing the Living Tradition)
This house is for the ingathering of nature and human nature.

It is a house of friendships, a haven in trouble, an open room for the encouragement of
our struggle.

It is a house of freedom, guarding the dignity and worth of every person.

It offers a platform for the free voice, for declaring, both in times of security and
danger, the full and undivided conflict of opinion.

It is a house of truth-seeking, where scientists can encourage devotion to their
quest, where mystics can abide in a community of searchers.

It is a house of art, adorning its celebrations with melodies and poetry.

It is a house of prophecy, outrunning times past and times present in visions
of growth and progress.

This house is a cradle for our dreams, the workshop of our common endeavor.
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A message from the Senior Minister

The Rev. Dr. Robert M. Hardles

A Shelter for Dreams

| learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeativedite
which he has imagined, he will meet with a successnmhexpe
not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the foundations under them.

-- Henry David Thoreau

I n order for our dreams to come true, Thoreau reminds us, we must put foundations underneath them, and
build a strong roof over them, and raise sheltering walls around them. Dreams need shelter from the forces
that threaten them, and safe places where people can work to make those dreams come true.

For nearly two centuries, All Souls Church has been a shelter for dreams.

Our ancestors dreamed of a special kind of church: a church of the free spirit, unfettered by dogma; a church
of the free mind, pursuing all truth; a church of the free person, resisting all bonds of oppression. Cherishing
that vision, they built our first church building f a shelter for their dream.

Fifty -five years later, church growth demanded a move to a larger building. In the aftermath of a bloody Civil
War, the nation was bitterly divided between North and South, black and white. Our ancestors dreamed of a
church that offered to the nation a vision of the human family reconciled and whole. So they dedicated their

building to this dream, and called their new churih

Since then, All Souls Church has sheltered many dreams, and helped make them come true.

We sheltered the dream of racial justice, celebrating interracial marriages while they were still illegal in
Virginia, serving as a staging ground for Dr. Kingos
youth club.

We sheltered the dream of peace and reconciliation, reaching out to the survivors of Hiroshima after World
War Il, and marching for peace during the Vietnam and Iraq wars.

We sheltered the dream of equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people, helping lead a
campaign for marriage equality in the District of Columbia.

As violence and injustice and environmental degradation threaten our future, the world needs a place like All
Souls Church now more than ever. A place that shelters the dream of the human
family reconciled and whole, and helps make that dream come true.

This capital campaign isnodt just abo d| mo
solid foundation for this dream, so it will prosper for yet another century, a
Third Century.

As you consider your gift, please consider the dreams that this congregation has
sheltered for you. And please give generously and sacrificially, so that,
together, we can make those dreams come true.

Thank you for your generosity!
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A message from the Campaign Co -Chairs

Chuck Wooldridge and Janet Randolph

D ear All Souls Members and Friends,

The two of us share a strong, long-term commitment to the vitality of All Souls. We both are former
Board Chairs and have held multiple leadership positions in the congregation. We have also been
involved in a wide range of activities at the church in the larger UU community. Like you, we have

grown to love All Souls as the truly exceptional spiritual home that it is. We are proud to be part of
this community and are invested in its future.

On October 23, the congregational vote further endorsed with great enthusiasm the decision to move
ahead with long awaited capital campaign aimed at meeting our needs & up to $14.7 million. This
unani mous vote was the cul mination of an invest
and multiple Draft Plan discussions in which nearly four hundred members and friends participated.

We were truly touched by what we heard you say at these sessions:

Our building needs to be a reflection of our values.
This sacred place must be sustained for future

Our Church, throughout its 190 -year history has sought renewal by major capital campaigns, though
the most recent one was during the 1980s. As we approach our third century as a Washington, DC
congregation, it is clear to all of us that now is the time for a renewal effort that preserves and
improves our historic landmark. Success will require inspirational giving to meet the capital campaign
goals and enhance our space to meet the demands of a vibrant, growing congregation. Broad
congregational participation is also required to help refine our plans over the next several months. As
we determine how much money we can raise, we will prioritize projects based on those projections.

All Souls was founded by visionaries who believed in expansive concepts of worship and community.
Now, with members and friends numbering over 1000 people, it is our turn to be visionaries. Now is
the time to dream but it is also the time to act by committing our resources to make those dreams a
reality.

Please join us to make this Capital Campaign the success we know is possible. Our inspirational
giving is creating our future.

Chuck

Janet
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Al | Soul s0 HiIi story

Our churches

1821

When our ancestors founded the First Unitarian Church of Washington,
they dreamed of a particular kind of church: a church of the free spirit,
unfettered by dogma,; a church of the free mind, pursuing all truth; and a
church of the free person, resisting all oppression.

Among its founders were such historically
prominent Americans as President John Quincy
Adams, Vice-President John C. Calhoun, and
Charles Bullfinch, who designed not only our first
church building, but also the Capitol.

All Souls moved to our second church building at
14th and L.

1923

All Souls Church moved to its current location at 16th and Harvard. The

buil ding is patter ned-indghe-Fiedds. Fdtmend ond s
President and long-time member, William Howard Taft, attended the

dedication.

DID YOU KNOW?

Al | Soul s is home to the Revere Bell, cast b the son of
official town bell until it was used to commemorate the death of John Brown. Afterwards it
became known as the oOabolition bell o6 and the|city stopped
Today, it still rings for freedom from the All Souls bell tower and continues to call
worshippers to church every Sunday.

6

Third
Century
Challenge



A | Soul s o

Our struggle for justice

A beacon of progressive religion

1 All Souls was one of the first churches to advocate
for the end to slavery.

1 In the aftermath of WWII, the children of All Souls
gathered and shipped a half ton of school supplies
to a war-damaged school and orphanage in
Hiroshima. In gratitude, the Japanese children sent
a large collection of their own artwork. Delegations
from All Souls regularly visit Hiroshima.

T All Souls fought early and consistently for
integration and civil rights. The church was one of
the staging grounds for
March on Washington in 1963, and the Rev. James
Reeb, who had served as
minister, was murdered by racists in Selma,
Alabama in 1965. His death spurred the passage of
the Civil Rights Act.

1 Inthe 1980s All Souls declared itself a Sanctuary
Church, offering refuge to persecuted Central
American families.

1 All Souls has led the fight for equal rights for gay,

lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people. In 2009,
Mayor Adrian Fenty signed
Act into law in our Sanctuary.

Equal.i

DID YOU KNOW ?

Samuel Longfellow, brother of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
minister of All Souls. Able to write numerous beautiful hymns, his works

were published in church hymnals all over the country including nine in the
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Needs and Opportunities

A project to prepare All Souls for a Third Century of ministry

Accessibility, Sustainability, and Safety

The first priority of this campaign is to repair a
not been made since the mid 19606s and are |l ong ov
ramps as well as an elevator to meet the accessibility needs of all our members. In addition there are safety is-

sues that need to be resolved including improved wiring and plumbing as well as the removal of any hazard-

ous materials that were part of its earlier constr
that we must bring 21st Century realities to our renovation to protect the well -being of our congregation, com-
munity, and planet. For example, we must seal wup
air leakage. We must also add insulation where there is none, and replace our aging boilers, air conditioners

and air handlers in order to improve energy efficiency. We must reduce our water usage and storm water run-

off. Finally, we must explore all reasonable options for reducing our carbon footprint.

Lower Level Learning Space (Children and Adults)
The entire lower level needs to be remodeled. The plan calls for more classrooms, some with dividers for ulti-

mate flexibility. There would be more and better bathrooms. Natural light would be brought in from above

through skylights. The gym would be re -purposedintoamulti-u s e space for everythin
chapel, to meetings, to the Kuumba players. The ground would be dug out along the side of the gym and

steps would lead up to a new playground outside. A new stairwell would lead directly from the 16th Street

entrance downstairs to the RE space and a lower level greeting area. Additional storage and adequate space for
archives would also be part of this plan. Upstairs, on the second level, the meeting rooms would be remodeled

and restrooms would be added.

Welcoming Entrance (Main Level)
Improvements on the main level start with a major change in the entry points. The Harvard St. entrance would

beredone with ramps and a covered wal kway. I nsi de,
be moved. The result would be a large, inviting foyer that would also be accessible via a re-worked terrace en-
trance. Our most under-utilized space would get a facelift that would provide an inviting area to gather and
enter/leave the building. Inside, the offices would be moved to the 15th St. side, bathrooms are added near the
entrance and the courtyard would be opened up to the entire main floor area.

Fellowship and Community Space
Pierce Hall and the kitchen are in need of a major overhaul. Air conditioning would be added to im-
prove its wusability year round, especially the |

3 meet code, would be completely upgraded. A dumb waiter would be installed to haul food up from the
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lower level kitchen. The improvements would greatly enhance our own use of the space and make it



Opportunities and Needs

The plans

The Lower Level

T Light wells bring in

natural light from the

outside

1 More classrooms

T New space reclaimed from

the boiler room

7 New bathrooms

1 New access to the 16th

Street entry

1 More storage

T New playground

The Main Level

1 Remodeled terrace with
accessible entrances

1 Spacious foyer

4
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17 New bathrooms near the

entrance

1 Offices moved to 15th St.
side

1 Courtyard visible from

entire first floor
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Needs and Opportunities

The plans

The Second Floor

1 Meeting rooms are
remodeled

1 Bathrooms are added

1 Elevator access is given
through a new, enclosed

hallway outside the

c o © @ © 0

Longfellow room

ALL SOULS MEMBERSARE SAYING. . .

|l &m really on board with opening up tthe entr
time we do more for the children.

My hope is that the building is seen as a model for sustainability, accessibility,
and design both among churches in the region and within the UUA.

| especially appreciate the focus on|our <chi
past (and likely future) RE teacher, | know well how much work this area needs. Thank
you.

The plans are excellent, well thought out, and give us what was missing
to make the church welcoming and functional for our mission and prior(ties.

The campaign will give our church new energy and commitment. Being proud of olir
ocat hedral 6 wi | | -cahitdeneeaatrdlybecome asignificant forcesfer | f
change in our nationd6s capital
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Opportunities and Needs

The plans

The new terrace entry
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