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The Spirit of All Souls  

,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,ÏÖÅȭÓ 3ÈÁÄÏ× 
Sometimes the word love gets bandied about too easily  
in religious circles, conjuring warm feelings and little 
else. Rarely do we acknowledgeðinside or outside of 
churchðloveõs darker side, loveõs shadow. For instance, 
when love demands that we make difficult decisions that 
donõt òfeeló like love, or when love forces us to choose 
between competing values, or when it refuses to be contained within the 
neat boundaries weõve prescribed for it. 

Though wrestling with loveõs shadow is a struggle, it also helps us mature 
in our capacity for love. James Baldwin once wrote, òLove does not begin 
and end the way we think it does. Love is a battle, love is a war, love is a 
growing up.ó Love is a growing up, and by struggling with loveõs difficult 
moments we learn how to love better. 

Please join us for a series of sermons in May (May 2, 9, and 30) in which 
we wrestle together with loveõs shadow.  

Love, ROB 

My Big Fat Gay Wedding Reception  
Saturday, May 8, 7:00ð10:00 pm 

Tickets on sale after Sunday services, online (www.all-souls.org), and at the door 

http://www.all-souls.org
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May Worship Services  

Sermon series: ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,ÏÖÅȭÓ 3ÈÁÄÏ× 

 

2 When Love Doesnõt Feel Like Love. Rev. 
Hardies. Sometimes love doesnõt feel like itõs 
òsupposedó to feel. Sometimes it compels us 
to make difficult decisions that may even feel 
like the opposite of love. Yet in such moments 
our love matures the most. 

9 One for All and All for One. Rev. Hardies. 
Sometimes our love and care for the individ-
ual place us in tension with our love and care 
for the community. How do we respect the 
worth and dignity of the individual while also 
honoring the community that supports and 
sustains us?  

 

30 Loveõs Messiness. Rev. Hardies. When love 
refuses to be constrained by the neat bounda-
ries weõve prescribed for it, things can get 
messy. How do we handle loveõs complicated 
and unruly nature? 

16 When I Believe In Me. Rev. Abena McCray. In the stages 
of human development we learn so many things, from infancy 
to old age. We learn very early to feel safe in this world from 
our parents. We move through to our childhood years learning 
about our bodies and from those things around us that we are 
taught to touch or not to touch. As teenagers we begin to fine-
tune our personalities and compete with our peers. And from 
adulthood to old age we foster what we have learned to create 
peace, love, happiness, and equality for those we care about 
and for ourselves, realizing that all we need is already within 
us. This reality comes when we believe in ourselves . 

23 The Practices of Pentecost. Rev. Hardies. The miracle of 
the Pentecost story is that a diverse group of believers got to-
gether and each spoke of faith in his or her own language, yet 
was understood by all. We recreate this òmiracleó over and 
over again at All Souls. But what are the practices that make 
such a miracle possible? What are the disciplines that sustain 
diverse spiritual community? Join us for this multicultural, 
multilingual celebration! 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÇÒÅÅÎȦ 

Photos by Jodi Hammer 
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Interested in joining All Souls Church?  
 

There is a three step process for membership: 

1.  Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is informal, and is a chance for you to 
hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. Upcoming introductions will 
be on May 2 after each Sunday service in the Eaton Room on the second floor. 

2.  Attend an orientation session. Here we talk more in depth about what being a member of All Souls 
means. At the end of this session, folks have the option to join and sign the membership book (though 
there is no obligation). Next orientation: Sat., May 8, 9:00 amð12:00 noon in the Eaton Room.  

3.  Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. Next one: May 23. 

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws). 
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New to All Souls? Sign up for Roots and Wings , a 6-session class designed especially for new members 
and others wanting to learn more about All Souls Church and Unitarian Universalism. You will: 
  

Gain a deeper understanding of our faith tradition 
Explore your own spiritual journey 

Participate in a social justice class project  
Connect with other congregants  

 
Thursdays, June 10 to July 15, 7:00ð9:00 pm. 
To sign up, contact Elizabeth OõConnell (elizabethoc@yahoo.com). 

Getting to know you  
 

At All Souls Church, our mission is to create a diverse, spirit-growing, justice-
seeking community. To do this, we need to know ourselvesñwho we are and 
what we can do. In the coming weeks, we will be asking you to share informa-
tion about yourself in order to build a more connected All Souls community.  

To know more about our current members, we will ask you for such information as your gender, 
race/ethnicity, and sexual orientation. Knowing what our community looks like today will help us 
as we strive to become an even more diverse and welcoming congregation.  

Because so much goes on at All Souls, we want to match people with the right opportunities to  
get involved. Weõll ask for your skillsñfrom artistic to administrativeñand interestsñsuch as 
immigrant rights, LGBT rights, and racial justice.  

Your participation is vitally important. By broadening the connections within our community,  
we hope to make it easier for you to becomeñand stayñinvolved. We also hope to identify and 
develop future church leaders.  

Thank you in advance for your participation! 

Amy Mulry Wesolek, Director of Membership and Welcoming 

mailto:AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws
mailto:elizabethoc@yahoo.com
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(This is the first column I wrote for the All Souls newsletter in November 2001. I reprint it 
here to remind ourselves that, as the church changes, so much remains the same.)  

On my first Sunday, as I moved from classroom to classroom, up and down three 
flights of stairs from Nursery to Sanctuary to lower level, I met a young boy  
roaming the halls. When asked if he wanted to accompany me to his classroom,  
he politely said no. Offering him the same two choices all children have on Sunday 
morning, being in the Sanctuary or class, he chose class. We talked while we 
walked and he let me know that on many Sundays he often roamed. He also  
informed me that even though he has lots of friends, he doesn't have any at church.  

When we got to the classroom, he peeked inside and hesitated. Just then, an  
older girl also wandered by. She was uncomfortable in her class down the hall  
and had decided to go to the Nursery to help. While talking with her, the young 
boy disappeared. Turning my attention back to the girl, she told me that her only 
friend was in another class. I suggested she join her, at least for this first Sunday, 
and she enthusiastically responded.  

I resumed my hunt. I found the young boy on another floor and we once again  
set off for the class. Just before his door, a group of children were having some 
problem finding the bathroom and when I turned to assist them, poof, my young 
friend was gone again. Glancing back, I saw him slipping through the back stair-
well to the front foyer.  

I thought about giving up as there remained less than half a morning. But I  
thought about how the girl was just an older version of the boy, both comfortable 
in the building and many of the adults in it, but without friends here their own  
age. I continued looking. I found him. We talked outside the class and he simply 
refused to enter. Just when I was about to give up, his voice broke and he said, 
"You know, I'm shy."  

I held his hand, we entered the room, I held it some more, gave him the remaining 
apple snack he had missed, and suggested they take a tour of the church building 
with my new friend as guide. And that was the end. He stayed in the class. He  
had wanted to all along though everyone thought he wanted out.  

My thesaraus tells me that a synonym for "wandering" is "stray." I don't want to 
think of any children or adults in the church in those terms, or for that matter any 
children or adults anywhere. Paying attention to people, welcoming and caring  
for them are beginning religious movements and acts of love. I am pretty sure that 
instead of thanking God that morning as is my habit, I thanked that young boy.  

This newsletter is full of places where we attempt to òfindó each other like that young boy and 
girl. I offer two: Weekend on the Bay and the Adult Spiritual Development Committee. I 
hope you interpret these invitations to join this or that not as more work to do, but as a hand 
held out to you, to find a place, make a friend, become.  

See you in church!  

Gabrielle Farrell, Director of Religious Education Ministries  

 
RE-flections  

All Souls Weekend 
on the Bay. Retreats, 
which let us escape ordinary 
patterns of life and see things 
anew, are often associated 
with silence. Although  
previous Weekends on the  
Bay havenõt enjoyed much 
stillness, we hope to add some 
this year. Check out Rev. 
Hardiesõ offering òIs this  
Walden Pond?,ó which  
explores walking as a spiritual 
practice. We may try Taizé 
prayer (which involves silence 
and repetition), and you can 
always wander the peaceful 
grounds of Camp Tockwogh. 
That silence can happen in  
the midst of heightened  
fellowship, games, fun, and 
joy is just an All Souls thing. 
Join us. ð Register through 
May 23 (but why pay more? 
early registration ends on May 4). 

Adult Spiritual  
Development. ASD  
is looking for a few good 
people. Weõll meet on May 
19 to plan for a new year of 
learning opportunities. Join 
us at 6:45 pm in Hamele 2; 
weõll start with dinner.  
Contact Gabrielle Farrell 
(gfarrell@allsouls.ws) so  
we can set you a place.  

mailto:gfarrell@allsouls.ws
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Hope to see many of you at the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 2, at 1:00 pm ð to 
elect the members of the Ministerial Search Committee. Remember we need a quorum of 10% 
of our membership to conduct church business ð so hope to see many of you there. 

There is so much going on as we near the end of this wonderfully active church year at All Souls, 
and the Boardõs April meeting reflected that. Here are some highlights ð and also ð we hope to 
see as many of you as possible at the May 8 My Big Fat Gay Wedding Reception. 

Just in case you donõt read to the end of thisé weõll start with the most serious item: the 
church is running a deficit this year. Not surprising in this economic downturn time, but 
really serious for us if we want to continue the level of ministry, service and programming we all 
expect at All Souls. What can you do about this? Start by supporting the May 8 fundraiser. 
And as much as you can, respond to the upcoming appeal to all of us to step up to 
help close the gap between our income and our expenses. If we donõt close the gap, the Board 
will make some serious decisions at its May 26 meeting to cut programs and expenses.  

In more cheerful news: 

Congratulations again to the Green Souls for steering us through the 
process to be proclaimed a Green Sanctuary! 

The Hiroshima Drawings are going to Japan! In late July,  
members of the Hiroshima Committee will take some of the drawings 
to be part of the Hiroshima Peace Celebration. If you would like to  
contribute to the fundraising for this effort, please contact 
gferrell@allsouls.ws or c.wool@verizon.net. 

The Multiracial Multicultural Ministry Transition Team  is  
hard at work to òsupport, encourage and deepen ASCõs identity as a 
multi-racial/multicultural congregationó. Please participate in the  
upcoming congregational survey to establish current levels of racial/
cultural diversity at the church. 

The Board approved in concept the 20/20 Visioning  
Committeeõs Goals and Measurable Results work  
accomplished so far. Next steps include convening 3 Goal Teams  
to work on milestones, leading up to the Church Council Meeting on 
June 12 when the strategic planning starts. For more information,  
contact kellyyoung06@gmail.com or Erika.landberg@gmail.com. 

The Interim Ministerial Committee is now receiving and  
reviewing candidates for Interim Minister at All Souls for the next year. 
A decision on this could be reached by late May. For more information, 
contact Chair Hal Cohen at hcohen1@ix.netcom.com. 

The Permanent Ministerial Committee, once it is elected on 
May 2, will begin its work on securing a permanent replacement  
for the Rev. Shana Lynngood, hopefully by the fall of 2011. 

Next month the Board will hear from the Comprehensive Assets Planning 
Team (CAPT) about the plans to move us ever closer to a capital campaign 
that will focus on creating the physical facilities needed to be fully welcoming 
to us all and to support all of the important ministries of our church. 

Erika Landberg, President, Board of Trustees 

Letter from 
the BOT  

The Committee on Ministry (CoM) is responsible  
for evaluating, supporting, and strengthening the 
ministry of All Souls Church, both lay and profes-
sional. This includes an evaluation every two years  
of the church's ministry, especially of the senior  
minister. The CoM shares its assessment, based on 
this survey plus interviews of staff and committee 
leaders, with Rev. Hardies and the Board of Trustees. 
The CoM invites you to complete a survey about the 
performance and leadership of Senior Minister  
Rev. Hardies over the past two years. The survey is 
available at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
YBX7HNQ. You are encouraged to be as specific as 
possible in your recommendations, as Rev. Hardies 
has said this is what helps him the most. Hard copies 
of the survey will be available outside the church  
officer. Please return your completed survey by May 
15, addressed to Carolynn Fowler-Smith, Co-Chair, 
CoM. You may remain anonymous or include your 
name. Surveys are accessible to the CoM members 
only and all information will be kept in confidence. 

With deep appreciation for your thoughtful response 
to strengthen the ministry of our congregation, 

Carolynn Fowler-Smith: clfowlersmith@comcast.net,  
 301-559-9060 
Elizabeth Fox: esfoxy@gmail.com, 202-686-6581 
Michael Milano: mikeym1125@mac.com, 703-271-9327 
Sarah Raymond: sarahgraymond@gmail.com, 202-244-3991 
Nina Swanson: nswanson@gmail.com, 202-904-1759 
Chuck Wooldridge: c.wool@verizon.net, 202-723-4069 
Lloyd Wright: lew52841@aol.com, 301-681-7764 
Kelly Young: kellyyoung06@gmail.com, 202-483-9055 

Ministry  
survey 

mailto:gferrell!@allsouls.ws
mailto:c.wool@verizon.net
mailto:kellyyoung06@gmail.com
mailto:Erika.landberg@gmail.com
mailto:hcohen1@ix.netcom.com
mailto:clfowlersmith@comcast.net
mailto:esfoxy@gmail.com

