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In the end

Rev. Shana A. Lynngood, Associate Minister

Remarkably, this is my last column as one of your ministers. As | write
|l still dondét know what i s
next chapter for our ministry and our lives. As | prepare to lea
been struck again and again by the mixedness of my emotio
keenly aware of what a special congregation All Souls is. This
is irreplaceable in my heart. | have learned and grown so mu
company. | will carry you with me to my next congregation-an
out the rest of my life. At precisely the same moment that | ha
awareness of how wonderful and important my connection to All Souls has been, | have
come to understand that deciding to embrace the next chapter of my life was the right
choice. As my colleague, Rev. Hardies noted in a recent sermon, we fear and resist change,
but it is only through change that we can be set free. In order for me to most fully share the
gifts for ministry that you helped me uncover and claim, | must move on. | have to take the
next step. 106l share more of my thoughts
For now, let me close simply by offering a profounidl &rahése!

with love and appreciaBbana

for my part

March Worship Services

Broken HallelujahsRev. HardiesHow do we affirm lifle

in the midst of sorrow, suffering and brokenness? Jpined by
blues singer Cheryl Jones, Rev. Hardies searches for answe
to this question in the Psalms and the Blues, two traditions
that share an ability to praise life amidst suffering. What do
these o0Broken Hall el uj ahso
The Meaning of Our TeaRev. HardiesThe first
movement of the Broken Hallelujah isilagnenfor the
brokenness of our lives and the world. What do our tears
teach us? How can they lead us back to life?
This, Too, Shall Pasgev. HardiesSometimes our
suffering and despair bring us to a crisis of faith that feels lik
an attack on our very being. How do we endure sugh crises”
And how do we find our |way
28 Parting Gifts Rev. Lynngood!n this, my final sermon| as
associate minister of Al l S
| have received during my seven years here. This will be a
sermon of saying goodbye and offering gratitude.
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Membership and welcoming

Interested in joining All Souls Church?

There is a three step process for membership:

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is informal, ¢
you to hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and churi
troductions will be on Mar. 7 after each service in the Eaton Room on the sec

2. Attend an orientation session. Here we talk more in depth about what being a member of All Souls means. At
this session, folks have the option to join and sign the membership book (though there is no obligation).

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service.
Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesdlelk(\Wesolek@allsoul¥.ws

New to All Souls? Sign dofais and Wings , a 6session class
designed especially for new members and others wanting to learn
more about All Souls Church and Unitarian Universalism. You will:
1 Gain a deeper understanding of our faith tradition

1 Explore your own spiritual journey

1 Patrticipate in a social justice class project

1 Connect with other congregants

Three sessions will be offered this winter/spring:

1 Wednesdays, ApMay 12,-8 pm

1  Thursdays, June 10 to July91aim7

To sign up, co rlizadaghoc@Ehdo)zoamb et h O6 Con

Wonder i f thereds
on your block&ighborhood Souls brings
folks together for potlucks, coffee hours, an

events. Start a new group or join one alre
tive:Capitol Hill (20002/20003); Petwort
(20011); Tenleytown (20016/20007); Sil
Spring (20910/20901/20902/20902); a

ﬂw&\/ltem%eersthip aﬁ‘dIV\)eICOn%n% uls hous

o(ﬁ%pmittee seeks new members to help
ove the way the church supports all

ho walk through our dodrem firstime

'i,sitors to loAgne members. They seek both

aders and specialists (in such areas as retention
Takoma Park (209 st a gathering; th and new member orientation), and hope to create

: : : . oup diverse in all ways, including length of
Churcg(‘;‘g}':;é?{_'gg %gst;tztﬂ‘lge(r;gzrzslég 3(/Jc;ur %e(e%[mbership. Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek

l.a.paczulla@gmail.¢donget involved. (AMulryWesolek@allsouly.ws
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Thanks to all of you who attended the t
vacancy caused by the upcoming departure of the Rev. Shana Lynngood. Town hall
participants raised important issues and provided many helpful suggestions that will

be shared with the upcoming search committees. We will be conductirb&ldier

searches: one for an interim minister to serve from August 2010 to Aug ﬁé?r%l

and another for a permanent minister to begin serving the church in Aug 11.

At its February 24 meeting, the Board of Trustees ajspenvedtinester the

Search Committegwhich will be working with Senior Minister Rob Hardijgs)-l-
identify the churchds major in rF'im mir
the recruitment and hiring process to hire an Interim Minister. The Board also

approved a charge to provide to the committee to guide its work. A chief component

of that charge is to conduct several listening opportunities with the congregation.

This committee is expected to conclude it work by June 1, 2010. The members are:

Laurie Lest&from the Board of Trustees
Lloyd Wright from the Committee on Ministry
Catherine Clarenl@thm the Church Officers
Hal CohefCongregant

Anna Hargrad€ongregant

A permanehtinister Search Committeavill be selected later in the spring and carry out its
work over the next year. That committee will also frequently consult with the congregation.

The Boarddos February medHooGovemdnzeo f eat
Review Teanestablished last fall. Chair Dave Kerlina reported that the Team has divided uf
three teams that will do specific work on areas such as the Board of Trustees, church comnr
and the Executive Team, prior to its ne
working documents, which identified over 70 governance issues and how they relate to our
governance documents. Dave and team members provided an impressive report that assu
Board they are well in their way to address the thorough governance review we need at this

Investment CommitteeChair Mark Flood provided an excellent overview, particularly for the
new trustees and officers, of how that
report and others at the meeting reminded us once again of the wonderful ways people brir
various areas of expertise to work on behalf of All Souls Church. Thanks to all who help ma
church the wonderful place it is. Next month the Board will focust@o@@finadcials

and finances in general. So it you like numbéjsjrousof:00 pm in the Eaton Room,

with food and good conversation at 6: 3(

Erika Landberg, President
Board of Trustees




Healing ritual: Spirit of Life, come unto me/Sing
in my heart all the stirrings of compassion!

Thursday, March 18, 7:00 pm, Sanctuary. The Committee on

Mi nistry invites you to a healing r
reflect on our churchodos struggle th
being dismissed from the Board of Trustees. That struggle occasioned

pain and disharmony from which we wish to heal. Through music,

spoken word, and ceremonial uses of light and water, we will share

our sorrow, own our responsibility, express our forgiveness, and care

for one another and our church. The healing ritual is offered in the

spirit of Reinhold Niebuhr's wise words:

Nothing we do, however virtuous, could be accomplished alone; therefore,
we must be saved by love. No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the
standpoint of our friend or foe as it is from our own standpoint; there-
fore, we must be saved by the final form of love, which is forgiveness.

At the conclusion of the ritwual, weol I h
bread together and converse in Pierce Hall. Please come!

My Big Gay Wedding Reception

This fundraising event (goal
budget), tentatively scheduled for early May, is in the planning stag
Thereds much to do: publicity,
food, decorating, and staffing the night of the event. There are ser\
opportunities for Roots and Wings classes and covenant groups.
Planning meetings take place between services. If a big, wonderfu
familyfriendly (but famitgnsion free) celebration of marriage
eqguality, complete with music, dancing, food, cake and FUN sounc
good to you, become a oweddi ng
(lesterlaura@gmail.gom
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Border Light

Sitting on sleeping bags at our migrant shelter staff housing in Agua Prieta, Mexico, | survey a portt
threefoot tall Jesus. Light is streaming down from the Sacred Heart, pouring in rays to the ground, <

V= beams to my own horizontal body. Pope John Paul waves from the cornefantgrutrest, three
=, carrying a staff with the crucified Christ. Our tile floor and white walls are hard and clean, simple sul
/\' where nothing is hidden. Outside, the sun is rising in a cold night sky turning orange at the distant e
while waning moon and early morning stars twinkle. | am awake, remembering Salvador.
The Rev. Last night we ate together at a shelter dinner also pared down to basics: rice, beans, potatoes with
Louise Green Shredded chicken, lemon Little Debbie cake. The young director of this shelter run by a Catholic co
is All tiogngtell s us they started in simple respo

Minister of drink to the thirsty?d6 Salvador told me of
Social Justice with no money or plan formed. He was robbed of his Mexican 1.D. and clothing, and then hitchhikec

days east to our dinner table in Agua Prieta. He is a long rail, donated clothes hanging off his bony
This reflection eyes light up as he talks about his two daughters, Annette and Priscilla, their names tattooed on his

}(/;/]asAvl\llrlstter} N n the early morning distance, a rooster crows. Wake uppsviakmigpaanrteselling you a story.

Be q To_ust We have seen evidence of much suffering in this beautiful desert, a deadly funnel through Arizona
Ao_r era/ fipto blocking San Diego and El Paso crossings more securely. A human tide, unrelenting, that ends in ¢
M”Z(.)n i N too mariy more than 280 bodies found this year alone in the Sonoran desert of Arizona. Most casu:
20e0X9ICVOViItrl‘11 “in the one area with no federal wall built

BorderLinks. through two countries with no border.

Itis offered for N this dawn light, Jesus seems to reach out his hands as holy beams stream from the heart. Radi
this season of Pope waves with a mild smile. As the sun rises, Salvador sleeps at the shelter nearby, on mat with
contemplation Perhaps he is dreaming of next steps to find new documents in Ciudad Juarez, his city of origin wh
inthe Chris- mother still lives. Across that very border in Texas, my own mother rises or sleeps, in our El Paso h
tian calendar, the foot of another desert mountain.

the 40 days of El Paso, Tucson, Agua Prieta, Douglas, JuarézaliNemgalege from over 500 years of fluid peoples

Lent, a journeyin this terrain, arriving at different times. The line of this border was not here, then over there, then t

of crossing to and finally over there. A phantom line, really, protected now in many places with barbed wire walls,

Easter. and hundreds of cameras, badges and machine guns. We are alert for terrorists and drug smuggle
crossings, as Salvador traverses on foot, alone. His crime in California was sevagemonths of low
construction work to send his daughters to school in Sonora, Mexico.

Salvador and | are tied together in this border world for a moment, eating the same rice and beans,
a story and some smiles. | see his long, thin fingers tremble as he eats, the broken, dark front tooth
inhabits his grin. In a day, he will be on the highway seeking transport, thumb out, walking. | will be
wi nding on the highwayf samenamettve colintiesptso wbdlldsg a |
We are both hearts moving, light shining forth like the Sacred Heart or divine spark, simply finding c

Chance landed us on opposite sides of the Rio Grande, different mothers, same geography. My st

Salvadords diverge at the first moment, tw
points of wvariance, wuntil we | and at this
two languages spoken at once. | felt a commantggannnay through life with health, safety, and

our heartsd deepest desires. | continue in

As the sun rises, the moon fades, and the rooster becomes still. My heart sends light for so much
much has been received in hospitality and stories. In this dawn moment, we are one in a divided la
even as the border wall rises, Salvador and I.
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A month of
Immigration justice
iInDC

Immigration Film SeriesThree movies and
A" SOUIS Z brief discussions on different aspects of immigra-
New OrleanS tion. 1:063:00 pm, Longfellow Room.

CL:/Ieb. 28heVisitor
Thanks to the 50 Souls who have volunteere ar. 7The 800 MileWall

to work in the Lower Ninth Ward; 13 onthe 151 149500 Liberty
first trip and almost 40 (including 10 youths) ' _ _
on the secorifl Partiesin 7 weeks, despite ~ Mar. 1822.Ecumenical Advocacy Dayis

the blizzards, we've raised almost $15,000, haif annual meeting of progressive people of faith
of whatds needed t o opanzeRn lobpy ajpung paricylas igsuesTly
supplies. Help build the other half by hostingdy € ar os 1 ssue€e 1 S | mml g

party, donating, or helping to run the campaigh{t2://advocacydays.arg/
Contact M.An{asheehan@ayearintheyard.coriar, 21, 2:00 pitarch for America. Join

_It
D

240 898107). fellow UUs, other faith groups, and concerned €

citizens for this

yeal6s

comprehensive immigration reform. Register at (/)

www.standingonthesideoflove.orgsiad/

Historic Beckner Awards

announced

The ASC Board of Trusteelsndfund Committee is pleased

to announce gifts of $25,000 to each of four neighborhood
organizatigndMartha's Table, La Clinica del Pueblo, Christ

House, and Columbia Heights Shaw Family Support ollaborative
all of which provide critical direct service to families in need.

This $100,000, the largest external grant round ever given by the
All SoulBecknerAdvancement Fund, is part of our ongoing campaign
of solidarity in challenging financial times.

Boarehppointed committee members Patrick Fitzgerald,

Marta Urquilla, Patrick Earle, Colin Danville, Stephanie White, and
Alaina BricelaBetts, and staff administrator, Rev. Louise Green,
celebrate our ability to give, thanks to the Beckners' generous 1973
bequest. For more information on internal and external grants for
social justice work, look on the All Souls websitdiSouls.o)g

under 'Social Justice/Grants Available'.

SalISIUIN 921

ildi
on.

|l ar g
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World premier of Sing and Never Tire

Did you know that All Souls® own Jubil ee
a historic group of nine former slaves who set out in 1871 to save Fisk

University? Among them were Ella Sheppard, the devoted accompanist,

and Maggie Porter, the demanding lyric soprano. Through discrimina-

tion, discord, iliness, and fame, they transformed their songs of sorrow

into songs of jubilee. In doing so, they secured the future not onlZat

Fisk University but also of the African American spiritual. D

This March, the KUUMBA Players will produce the world prenEr

of Sing and Neverd péy with music inspired by the original Fig)
Jubilee Singers. This new work was commissioned by the KUUMBA
Players with support from the Beckner Advancement Fund.

Performances: Mardid &nd 1214; Fridays/Saturdays at 8:00 pm,
Sundays at 3:00 pm.

Tickets may be purchasedratkuumbaplayers.or@t the door
before each performance.

Discuss A. Powell Davies Jazzercise

March 21, 9:601:00 am, Reception Room. Interest@desday and Thursdays,

in the writings and ideas of the seminal Unitarian \@d€r,om, Gym. Spend

our own A. Powell Davies? Jdifitgtudy Group an hour working out to

for a discussion of DamusieBnérgizelyouru g h't
on church and state, through hidiipeoka's Real  body and your mind.

Religipn whi ch di scusses t Bpeciatoffdr forchuchi s v
founding fathers. The book is available at the BookiNaokers. Contact

Contact Ruel J. Eskelsan.¢skelsen@agmail.oom  Pretha Mitchell at
2029869416). prethalm@msn.com

All Souls Potluck Seder

Saturday, March 27, 5:00 pm, Pierce Hall. The seder is an inclusive, uplifting,

informative, and fun celebration of freedom. Parallels are drawn between this

ancient story of the Jewish exodus from slavery in Egypt and the modern struggles

to rid ourselves of oppression based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religion,
physical abilities, and other quiaktven seb p pr essi on. Youodl | me et
friendly All Souls folks and enjoy conversation, good food, stories, and singing.

Children are especially welcome.We need volunteers to help plan and to set up/

clean up at this green event. Questions welcome. Sharon and St&men Newburg

(202 54%629 ostevennr@verizon yand Delabian Ridaurston (202 726

1518 odelabian@aol.chm
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The Knickerbocker Snowstorm

The snow wedve seen over the past weeks:s
large scale tragedy like the one suffered here in DC on January 28, 1922. A blizzard had st
day before, and that Saturday evening, the Knickerbocker Theater, on the corner of Columi
18t h Street-RichkQwiask sWalwli inrgg fodGred , 6 a si | e
Cohan comedy. As John Jay Daly of the Washington Post reported:

With a roar, mighty as the crack of dawn, the massive roof of the theater broke loose from i
moorings and crushed down on the heads of those in the balcony. Under the weight of the
roof, the balcony gave way. Most of the audience was terrorized. It was as sudden as turnir
electric light.

History

The collapse killed 98 and injured another 133.

The connection with All Souls is this: The congregation, which had outgrown its previous ch
and was waiting for the completion of the current church at 16th and Harvard, was meeting
Sunday mornings in the Knickerbocker. If the collapse had come but hours later . . .

The repercussions of the disaster were felt for years, mostly in the manyfiawsugs filed, but
tragically in the suicides of both the architect, Reginal Wyckliffe Geare, in 1927, and the ow
Harry M. Crandall, in 1937. Crandall 0s

The Knickerbocker Theater was built in 1917. TheSéhe All Souls congregation met the following evening and, among other
photos show the theater before and after the disashersiness, voted to issue a resolution of condolence.

MR. RICKFR) Ao this service iz in @ large sense one of memorial,
T 0 Sure that this sudiencs will not wish to go home without Pipst
pasaing resclutions pertinent to the ogomsion., T therefors offar for
your sotion, the following:

fhersas, this commnity has been visited by an appalling diasster
_l.n the destruotion of the roof of the Kniokerbocksr Theater durling the
great storm of the night of the 2Uth of January, with its attendsnt
extragrdinary fall of snow resulting in the death and injury of many persors,
and

Fhercas, the congregation of 41l Souls Churoh has for many months
beld its Sundny morning servige: and aburch sohool in this Thesther by

oourtssy of its owners, now thersfore

B IT RESCLVED, that we s member: of and friends of this oongre gatimn
&asembled at evening services on Sunday, Jamuary 29, do heraby sxpress the
eep sympathy both for those who grisve over the loss of dear ores, snd for
all who suffer physieal pain from injuries, we take this opportunity agnin
to express our approviantion to the owners of the themter for their ocontimued

hospitality, and we tender cur grekt regret for their misfortune in this
disaster.

¥r. Ohairman, L move the adoption of the resolution.
ENAIEMAN IELREENAN . The resolution wan adopted igxk wnan® ~aly

bt a rising vote.
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Winter in Washington DC
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