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The Spirit of All Souls  

A prayer for Haiti and for us  

A number of people have asked for a copy of my prayer from January 17,  
in the immediate aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti. Iõd like to share it  
with you all here both as a confession of my own faith and an expression  
of gratitude for you. I was so touched by your generous out-
pouring of caring and financial support for those who were 
and continue to be devastated by the Haiti disaster. Our  
collection on that day raised over $15,000 for the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committeeõs Haiti relief effort. 

Once again, I feel so blessed to be the minister of such a  
generous and caring people. 

Love, ROB 

Dear God, in times like these many of us are tempted to ask: Where are you? 

Filled with despair, some understandably believe that you have abandoned your people.  
Others, cruelly, suggest that the earthquake is a manifestation of your wrath. A punishment  
for your people. 

But God, hereõs what I believe. I believe that you accompany us in our sorrow and in our  
suffering. I believe that you are the spirit that sings compassion in our hearts. You are the fount  
of our resilience, the hand on our shoulder. You are shovel against rock. You are the light that 
finds us in the rubble. And, when we breathe our last, I believe that you are our final home. 

I donõt know any of this for sure. But it is what my spiritual ancestors have taught me, and it is 
what Iõve experienced in those precious moments when Iõve felt closest to you. So it is my faith. 

Dear God, help us in our belief and our unbelief. Help us in our faith and our doubt. Help us in 
times of struggle and devastation. Times like now. We ask that you help especially the people of 
Haiti in this, their time of trial, and people all over the world who are touched by this tragedy, 
including the people in this very sanctuary. God, be with us always. Amen. 

http://www.all-souls.org
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 7 Loveõs Messiness. Rev. Hardies. Why is it that love is always a 
struggle? Always more complicated than we imagined? How do 
we find the patience to endure loveõs messiness? 

14 Our Hearts Should Do This More Often. Rev. Hardies. On 
Valentineõs Day, a celebration of loveñin its many forms!ñ
through music and poetry. 

21 The Power of Weakness. Rev. Lynngood. Again and again in 
ways both subtle and overt we are told that strength, power, and 
aggressiveness are virtues. This morning weõll look at the gifts 
that vulnerability and weakness have to offer. 

28 TBA. Rev. Hardies. 

Preparing to go  

I have had many powerful and moving conversations since announcing my  
departure. My last day at All Souls is March 31 and I hope to have as many such 
conversations between now and then as time will allow. Many of you have asked 
me about what is next and my search process and keeping tabs on me after I 
leave. I want to take this opportunity to address a few of these questions. 

I still do not know where I will be moving or where my next ministry will be. 
Over the next few months my partner and I are fortunate to have several inter-
views lined up as we seek to discern both what congregation would be the best fit for our ministry 
(we are applying to share one full-time position), and where we wish to relocate our family. We 
will not be staying in the DC area. If all goes well over the course of the interview process it is quite 
likely that I will be able to tell all of you where we will be going in March. 

As for keeping in touch with me, I am bound by ministerial code to make a clean break from All 
Souls. When I finish at the end of March I will not be in touch. This is for two reasons. One, it  
allows you to make a new start with whoever comes after me. If you are still in conversation with 
me you are not making room in the community or in your hearts for a new minister. Two, it allows 
me to start anew as wellñnot comparing and contrasting the new congregation I serve with my 
connections to all of you. While this professional code makes lots of sense, it is hard to do. I am 
clear that in the age of Google and the internet it will not be hard for you to keep up with where  
I am or what I am up to. I welcome your prayers and good wishes from afar.  

I have learned enough in ministry and life to know that I canõt predict in several years time how  
and where some of you may cross paths with me again. I know that our UU world is a very small 
one, so that at some General Assembly or other gathering I will be delighted to come across a  
familiar face from All Souls. In the meantime, I hope you know that I take you with meñ 
wherever I next serve, I am in large measure the minister I am because of all of you.  

with deep gratitude, Shana 

Rev. Shana A. Lynngood, Associate Minister  
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Interested in joining All Souls Church?  
 
There is a three step process for membership: 

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is informal, and is a chance for 
you to hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. Upcoming in-
troductions will be on Jan. 31 and Mar. 7 after each Sunday service in the Eaton Room on the 
second floor.  

2. Attend an orientation session. Here we talk more in depth about what being a member of All Souls means. At the end of 
this session, folks have the option to join and sign the membership book (though there is no obligation). The next orienta-
tion will be Wed., Feb. 10, 6:30 to 9:00 pm in the Eaton Room. There also is an upcoming orientation geared towards 
families (childcare will be provided) that will be on two consecutive Sundays: Feb. 21 and 28, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm.  

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. Next one: Feb. 14. 

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws). 

 

Membership and welcoming  

The Membership and Welcoming  

Committee seeks new members to help  
improve the way the church supports all  
who walk through our doorsñfrom first-time 
visitors to long-time members. They seek both 
leaders and specialists (in such areas as retention 
and new member orientation), and hope to create 
a group diverse in all ways, including length of 
membership. Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek 
(AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws).  

Wonder if thereõs another All Souls household 

on your block? Neighborhood Souls brings 
folks together for potlucks, coffee hours, and other 

events. Start a new group or join one already ac-
tive: Capitol Hill (20002/20003); Petworth 

(20011); Tenleytown (20016/20007); Silver 
Spring (20910/20901/20902/20902); and 
Takoma Park (20912). Host a gathering; the 

church will provide a list of members in your area. 
Contact Lee Paczulla (484 467-3784 or 

l.a.paczulla@gmail.com) to get involved.  

New to All Souls? Sign up for Roots and Wings , a 6-session class 
designed especially for new members and others wanting to learn 
more about All Souls Church and Unitarian Universalism. You will:  

Gain a deeper understanding of our faith tradition 
Explore your own spiritual journey 
Participate in a social justice class project  

Connect with other congregants  
Three sessions will be offered this winter/spring: 

Tuesdays, Feb.23-Mar. 30, 7-9 pm (only a few spots left) 
Wednesdays, Apr. 7-May 12, 7-9 pm 

Thursdays, June 10 to July 15, 7-9 pm 
To sign up, contact Elizabeth OõConnell (elizabethoc@yahoo.com). 

Thanks to all who participated to make  
the Faith in Action Activity Fair a success! 

Photo by Amy Mulry Wesolek 

mailto:amulrywesolek@allsouls.ws
mailto:amulrywesolek@allsouls.ws
mailto:l.a.paczulla@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethoc@yahoo.com
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The discussions and conversations were broad and deep, the questions many,  
the laughter loud and joyful, and maybe a few tears were shed here and there,  
at the Trustees, Officers and Church Staff Training/Retreat this past 
weekend. To the congregation: in the view of this of course very biased observer, 
you have a wonderful group of people working hard in leadership positions at  
All Souls Churchða group that is intent on continuing to learn together through-
out the coming year.  

The agenda focused in particular on two of the three primary areas of leadership 
responsibility under policy governance: 1) maintaining communication and  
consultation with the congregation, and 2) monitoring the churchõs performance 
in carrying out policies and goals. The third areaðestablishing long-term goals and policies to 
guide All Soulsõ programs and managementðwill particularly be addressed in the Visioning/
goal setting/strategic planning work of the next few months.  

Speaking of which, by the time you are reading this, we will have held the Visioning-to-
Goals Summit on January 30, and will be on our way to establishing five-year goals and also 
milestones that will bring to life the three Vision Statements* approved at the Annual Meeting 
in December. Stay tuned to hear about ways to be involved in the coming weeks and months 
to refine the goals and develop strategies for meeting them. 

In news regarding some of the Board of Trusteeõs committees: 

Congratulations to the new co-chairs of the Committee on Ministry,  
Elizabeth Fox and Carolyn Fowler-Smith. 
Thanks to Dave Kerlina for stepping up to chair the ad hoc  
Governance Review Committee established last fall. 
Continuing thanks to the members of the 20/20 Visioning Committee  
who, with some new members, will continue to lead the important  
visioning/goal setting/strategic planning work of the church this spring. 
And, finally, with the Senior Minister, we will soon be establishing  
a Ministerial Search Committee because of our vacancy due to  
the upcoming departure of Rev. Shana Lynngood. 

Let us know if you have comments and questions on any of this, or on anything at all! We want 
to hear from you, and especially welcome suggestions for how we can connect more closely 
with the congregation to both know what is in your hearts and on your minds and then to take 
action when necessary. Please remember you are always welcome at Board meetingsðwe meet 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month, at 7:00 pm, in the Eaton Room. Blessings to all. 

Erika Landberg, President 
Board of Trustees 

Letter 
from 
the 
BOT  

* Youõll find the Vision Statements on the last page of this issue. 
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I write this a few days before I return to All Souls as your Director of Religious Educa-
tion Ministries, having been on sabbatical these past four months. Any reluctance and 
trepidation I felt weeks ago have given way to anticipation and excitement. The time 

has gone by, as it does at my age, 
quickly but also fully. I re-engaged 
some old pastimes and developed 
some new interests. I have few 
regrets, if any, about how I used 
the time but that was a promise I 
made myself before I started.  

I didnõt see as many Metro stops as 
I wanted and I spent more time 
with Penny, my mother-in-law, as 

she died of cancer, than I could have hoped. Every moment with her, even the really 
difficult ones, were a gift. Not because she was dying, but because, as my daughter 
shared during the eulogy, òshe had a huge role in making me the woman that I am to-
day.ó I may not yet know Washington DC as well as I had wanted, but I know myself a 
lot better, and about life, well, a smidgen more because of the time I spent with her 
these past four months.  

When I return on February 1, I walk into a new 
church. Not necessarily new to you, but to me ñ
most discernable by the number of inches children 
have grown or the hairs that have turned gray 
(celebrate here!). I am already aware of some of the 
differences, but I am looking forward to discovering 
the others, by myself and with you. I suppose T.S. 
Eliotõs Four Quartets: East Coker describes how I return 
best (I beg forgiveness for editing due to space): 

RE-flections  

(from the outside)  

And so we start anew, both different than when I left. I canõt wait to find out how.  

Gabrielle Farrell, Director of Religious Education Ministries 

P.S. Thank you very much for generously supporting my sabbatical in time, money and spirit. Special appreciation to 
Nikevia Thomas, Dawn Star Sarahs-Borchelt, and every single one of the RE Committee members: Laurie Lester, Kim 
Vitelli, Alex Wilson, Jennifer Ferncrombie, Neil Shister, Jennifer Langer-Smith, Susan Riker, Marie Moll-Amego,and 
Emily Koechlin and any others who may have joined after I left. 

Home is where one starts from. As we grow older  
The world becomes stranger, the pattern more complicated  
Of dead and living. Not the intense moment  
Isolated, with no before and after,  
But a lifetime burning in every moment  
And not the lifetime of one man only  
But of old stones that cannot be deciphered.  
There is a time for the evening under starlight,  
A time for the evening under lamplight  
(The evening with the photograph album).  
Love is most nearly itself  
When here and now cease to matter.  
Old men ought to be explorers  
Here or there does not matter  
We must be still and still moving  
Into another intensity 
ééééééééé..  
In my end is my beginning.  

T.S. Eliot 
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For snow emergencies , we take our lead from the DC and federal 
governments. If either declares a weather emergency, we will also close 
our offices. If a weather emergency is declared on a Sunday, we will do 
everything possible to hold a single service at 11:15 am. Religious classes 
will always be cancelled during a weather emergency. A Sunday closure 
notice will be sent to the newsletter email list. 

Applications are now being accepted for Worship Associates (WA) 

and Buddy WAs for the March 2010ðFebruary 2012 term. The WA 

serves in the pulpit  on the day of service, welcoming the congregation and 

inviting the offering. The Buddy WA prepares all the practical aspects of 

worship, such as preparing the chalice and votive candles and providing 

backup in the event of an emergency. WAs meet three or four times over 

the two years for training and informational purposes. Contact Gregory 

Ford (202 526-1250 or gregoryford@rcn.com) for an application. Please 

submit applications as soon as possible.  

Register now for service trips to New Orleans . Weõll work at lowernine.org, doing 
home construction and neighborhood support, and make other connections in the Lower 9th 
Ward. Youõll also learn about New Orleansõ devastation, halting recovery, and irreplaceable 
culture.  

Trip 1 (adults over 18): Sat., 3/6 to Sat., 3/13.  Contact Kay Campbell 
(KayCamp22@aol.com). 

Trip 2 (12 and over, multigenerational): Sat., 3/27 to Sat., 4/3  
(week before Easter school break). Contact Mary Taylor (mary.f.taylor@gmail.com).  

50 Parties in 50 Days! Come to a Mardi Gras party to benefit New Orleans 

Tues., Feb. 16, 5:30ð8:00 pm, Local 16 (16th @ U, upstairs lounge). Suggested donation 
$20 (cash/check). Raffle prizes and drink specials. 

Thurs., Feb. 18, 5:30ð8:00 pm, American Legion Post 8 (224 D St. SE, DC). Suggested 
donation $15 (cash/check). Cash bar, free food, raffle, and music. 

Or throw a Super Bowl or Mardi Gras party to benefit New Orleans. We have almost 40 
parties planned, but we need 10 more. Can you help? Email M.A. Sheehan 
(masheehan@ayearintheyard.com).  

We are also accepting donations in lieu of parties. 
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Sat., Feb. 6, 10:00 am-4:00 pm, Pierce Hall.  

Volunteer with the KUUMBA Players  to build the 
set for this year's spring production of Sing and Never 
Tire. It's a fun, easy way to meet new people while 

gaining experience in arts, crafts, and carpentry.  
Bring tools and your favorite music to work 

by. Contact Ben Zitelli (ben.zitelli@gmail.com or 
703-629-1479). More information at kuumbaplay-

ers.org or kuumbaplayers@gmail.com.  

Tues., Feb. 23, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary. Kojo 

Nnamdi , of WAMU 88.5, is leaving the 
studio to broadcast from neighborhoods  
across the DC area. The first forum will  
take place at All Souls and will focus  
on education reform and commercial  
development in Columbia Heights. For  
more information, visit kojoshow.org or  
email kojoinyourcommunity@wamu.org. 

Keep your eyes open for the 

new Booknook . Two  
volunteers, Neal Sofge and 

Topher Kandik, are bringing 
a lot of energy and new ideas 

to the project. News of  
exciting changes coming.  

mailto:gregoryford@rcn.com
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Vision -to -Goals Summit  
January 30, 2010 

Photos by Gary Penn 


