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The Spirit of All Souls  

Ringing in changes in the New Year  

January is the time of year when we promise big change in our lives. On New Yearõs 
Eve we raise a toast to the past and offer earnest resolutions for the future. 

But oftentimes we fail to deliver on our future intentions, and one 
reason why is that we underestimate how hard change is. Itõs hard 
because it almost always means that we have to give something up, 
which means loss. And loss can be painful. As a result, we often 
avoid change at all costs. 

Yet the Spirit of Life that dwells within and among us is always 
calling us to new and creative manifestations of our lives. There  
is no growth without change. 

Change is certainly in the air at All Souls. With Rev. Lynngood leaving in a few 
months to pursue a co-ministry with her partner, Melora, we at All Souls must  
embrace both the loss and the opportunity that change brings. 

We can do that two ways. First, we can make sure we say a good ògoodbyeó to 
Shana, thanking her for her time among us and wishing her the best for the future. 
Second, we can work together to discern how best to move forward with finding  
a new minister. Please be on the lookout for both opportunities over the next  
month or two. 

In the meantime, my prayer for each and every one of us is that we might discern  
the possibility of new beginnings in our lives and discover the courage to change. 

Love, ROB 

http://www.all-souls.org
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January Worship Services  

3 Most Important Things. Rev. Lynngood. All too often in the rush and 
commotion of our lives we find we are focused on the wrong things. We  
get caught in the trite and petty. What are the most important aspects of our 
lives and how can we stay focused on them? When focused on the significant, 
can the "mundane" be less so? 

10 A Wintry Faith. Rev. Hardies. Winter has a way of simplifying the 
world, of revealing its hidden structures. A wintry faith sees the world as it 
truly is. What do we see when we look at the world through the eyes of a 
wintry faith? 

17 The State of the Dream. Rev. Lynngood. Dr. King lifted up a dream 
of equality and our nation to this day holds out the ideal of everyone being 
able to òlive the American Dream.ó What happens when we have conflicting 
visions of what that dream means? Or what it is? 

24 All for One and One for All. Rev. Hardies. Living can be both a joy  
and a struggle. Sometimes weõre forced to weigh the needs of the individual 
against those of the community. How do we assure that both are cared for? 

31 Change and Liberation. Rev. Hardies. Even though we donõt like it, 
change can set us free. We must endure the discomfort and uncertainty that 
change brings, in order to be liberated into the new reality the future holds. 

Newness and Change  

It seems to me that every time we get to January 1, there is hope that  
this year, this new one arriving, will be markedly different. Even if we 
have had a good year, we see the New Year as a fresh start. Perhaps, 
however, our focus shouldnõt be on the fact the year is newñbut rather 
on where we are in our lives. Whether 2010 is an up one or down one is 
not something we can predict from its outset. We can, however, think 
about whether or not we have done what we hoped to do, said what 
needed saying. Are we content with our lives? When we are, we can face 
whatever changes and new things come with some level of equanimity. 
Having the flexibility in our beings to incorporate both the ups and the 
downs and everything in-between begins with the acceptance that life  
always brings change. May we have the grace to move with all that 2010 
brings. Happy New Year! 

Blessings to all, Shana 

Rev. Shana A. Lynngood, Associate Minister  
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Interested in joining All Souls Church?  
 
There is a three step process for membership: 

1. Attend an introduction session. The session lasts about an hour, is quite informal, and is a 
chance for you to hear about as well as ask questions about our denomination and church. 
Our next introduction will be on Sunday, January 31 after each service in the Eaton Room. 
Please note there will not be an introduction session on January 10 as previously announced! 

2. Attend an orientation session. This is a three hour session where we talk more in depth  
about what being a member of All Souls means. At the end of this session, folks have the op-
tion to join and sign the membership book (though there is no obligation). Next orientation 
will be Wednesday, February 10 from 6:30 to 9:30pm in the Eaton Room. 

3. Be formally introduced to the congregation at a New Member Welcome Service. This is a 
short ceremony that takes place during a Sunday service. 

Questions? Contact Amy Mulry Wesolek (AMulryWesolek@allsouls.ws). 

 

All Souls Faith in Action Fair  

January is a great time to both recover from a busy holiday season and refocus on what we 
want to accomplish and prioritize in the new year. If you have considered becoming more 
involved with your church in 2010, then read on! 

Maybe you want to join a covenant group so you can deepen your spiritual 
understanding as well as meet new people? Maybe this is the year you  
commit to a cause that means a lot to you, like rebuilding the Lower Ninth 
Ward with the All SoulsðNew Orleans Connection or helping the homeless 
by serving lunch at Christ House on a one-time or monthly basis? Or maybe 
you want to help make All Souls a friendlier and more welcoming place for 
visitors as well as longtime members by working with the membership  
committee. 

You can learn about opportunities like these and many more at the All Souls 
Faith in Action Fair on January 24. Come to Pierce Hall after either service and meet  
representatives from many of the churchõs groups and committees to find out about  
ways that you can serve and be served by All Souls Church. Hope to see you then!  

mailto:amulrywesolek@allsouls.ws
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Happy New Year to everyone! One year ago, we wrote in this very space that we would 

initiate a visioning project in 2009 that we hoped would involve as many members as  

possible. One year later, with the involvement of over 500 congregants, three new  

Visioning Statements were approved at the annual meeting. We also said we planned to  

finally kick off a capital campaign, and now we have the Comprehensive Assets Planning 

Team in place to thoroughly assess our building and grounds as the basis for launching that 

campaign. Thanks to everyone who has taken leadership in these areas and to all of you  

who have been involved so far and will be more so in this New Year.  

Thanks also and a special welcome to the new church leaders elected at the annual meeting. 

Fred Tipson was reelected and will serve a one-year term, and Mark Ewert, Shirley Blakely, and Laurie  

Lester will serve three-year terms as trustees. They join trustees Fred Samuels, Libby Turpen, Goldia  

Hodgdon, Mary Rojas, and Erika Landberg. Jody Feldman was reelected as moderator, Barry Johnson  

as treasurer, and Andrew Miller as assistant treasurer; Dori Phelps is the new secretary and Catharine 

Clarenback, assistant secretary; Allison Denny was elected as the new membership secretary. Mary Rojas 

and Fred Samuels will serve as co-vice presidents this year.  

The success of the 20/20 Visioning Committeeõs work over the next few months depends on broad  

and deep congregational involvement. As the Committee said in its rationale statement, òThe process  

is designed to maximize the creative talents and leadership in the congregation and create empowering  

partnerships between the staff and the congregation.ó  

The first step is the Visioning Summit on January 30, when participants will develop a set of  
five-year measurable goals. (Any one goal may be linked to one, two, or all three vision statements.) 
The next step is the development of a set of yearly milestones for achieving the goals. 
Each goal will have a working team made up of staff, trustees, officers, and committees who are  
committed to or accountable for achieving that particular goal. 
The final step is the creation of strategies and tactics to achieve the milestones. This  
is where the Church Council and committees will be particularly involved. 

We hope as many of you as possible will participate in the Visioning Summit on January 30.  

And again ð Happy New Year to all. May we together share a blessed and fruitful 2010. 

Erika Landberg, President, All Souls Board of Trustees 

Letter 
from 
the 
BOT  

 !ÌÌ 3ÏÕÌÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 5ÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎȭÓ .Å× 6ÉÓÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ 
To build the Beloved Community, All Souls Church cultivates and celebratesé 

éspiritual growth and transformation as we question, learn from others,  
and seek lives of meaning and reverence. 

éa welcoming, diverse, and vibrant community where we love, respect,  
and care for one another. 

éservice and prophetic action to move the world toward justice, healing,  
and sustainability.  
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The Comprehensive Assets Planning Team  
The Comprehensive Assets Planning Team (CAP Team), established by the ASC Board and Executive 
Team, has been charged with developing a plan to address the long-term future of ASCõs building and 
grounds while meeting and serving the needs and aspirations of the congregation and the churchõs  
ministries.  

Because a lot must be done before embarking on a capital campaign, much of the CAP Teamõs work 
over the next few months will focus on developing a list of goals for improvements and obtaining  
ample congregational input into the planning process. To that end, the CAP Team will conduct a  
series of small-group meetings to discuss the way various ideas and options for our church space align 
with our newly articulated vision for the future.  

The CAP Team has met four times, toured the building top to bottom, inside and out, and is now  
preparing a request for a proposal from an architecture and engineering firm to help us assess and  
plan for our current and future facilities needs.  

Once the firm has completed its assessment, the CAP Team will carefully considered both it and  
the feedback received from the congregation. The Team will then present one or more variations  
of a plan (with projected costs) for a congregational vote no later than May 2011. This vote will be a 
non-binding òpreliminary project commitment.ó After the vote, a separate Capital Campaign Team 
will be formed to raise funds for the project. 

After the capital campaign is complete, the CAP Team, the Capital Campaign Team, and the architects 
and engineers will work together to revise or scale the plan, as necessary, to match the funds raised. 
The CAP Team will then present this revised plan to the congregation for another vote. This vote  
will be a òfinal project commitment.ó  

Chaired by Tom Fox and Barbara Corprew, the committeeõs other members are David Bauer, Judith 
Bauer, Ralph Belton, Russell Cross, Mark Flood, Jim Heltman, Henry Hubbard, Pete Meyer, Gary 
Mummert, Brendan Swartz, and Paul Steinkoenig. Executive Director Katie Loughary is the staff  
liaison. We all welcome your questions, suggestions, and concerns. 

Auction Planning Committee  
January 31, 10:30 am, Eaton Room. 

Did you miss having a òliveó auction of this past fall? Do you like meeting and mingling, goading your friends 
into bidding higher, and walking away with great deals? If so, we need your energy and ideas. 

Last fallõs virtual auction was an experiment to test the online service while minimizing the congregationõs 
work. This year weõll combine the virtual and the real to raise the $21,000 set out in the 2010 budget. The 
auction will take place this spring, most likely April or May. 

We need gregarious people to encourage donations of lively music, delicious food, and other great auction 
items. We also need quiet computer people to smooth the process, Martha Stewart types to create a festive 
setting, committed volunteers to help at the event, and a capable coordinator to manage them. We have a 
congregation of 1,000 people nowñthere must be lots of us with the right skill sets! 

Itõs up to you. An auction requires a tremendous amount of work from a lot of people. Please come match 
your talents with those of other All Souls members to help us create a fun, profitable event. 

Questions? Contact Laurie Lester (lesterlaura@gmail.com or 301-270-0853). 

mailto:lesterlaura@gmail.com
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 Crossing Borders  

 

In early November, a group of four fortuitous soulsñRev. Louise Green, Ron Swanda, Jeff 
Oser, and I, Kat Liuñtook a pilgrimage to the US/Mexico border between Arizona and 
Sonora, Mexico. I call it a pilgrimage because, even though we were not going to any widely 
recognized shrines, it was a spiritual journey. All four of us had different personal reasons for 
going, but as a group we went to learn more about the situation, to cross physical and cultural 
borders, and to bear witness to the suffering there. I think itõs safe to say on behalf of all of us 
that the experience was transformative. 

I went into the trip with a lot of factual knowledge about the border wall: hundreds of miles 
long at the costs of millions of dollars per mile; the disruption of towns, Native American 
lands, and the migration of endangered species; and the deaths of thousands of migrants 
whoõve been forced deeper into the desert. But that did not prepare me for the shame I felt 
when a migrant named Jose Luis asked us face-to-face, òWhy does the US want to keep us 
out?ó Nor was I prepared to witness a courtroom representing my government batch-
processing almost 70 human beings, shackled at hands and feet, their only crime being that 
they entered without documentation. 

We saw a border shared between neighboring nations that looked like a war zone. We saw a 
bra tangled in a barbed-wire fence reminding us that women, too, cross the desert and face 
additional dangers. We heard stories of grief and injustice, of hope and triumph. And we came 
home to DC with a sense of moral duty to share these stories. Please join us in January when 
we will share our experiences with you, our congregation. Details to be announced. 

The All Souls ESL program is looking for volunteers. Itõs a great opportunity  
to build community with folks from the neighborhood and get to know other  
All Souls members at the same time. 

We hope youõll be interested in one or more of the following. 

Teaching or tutoring (commitment is for 6 of 10 Sundays plus training) 
Testing, placing, and registering new students 
Helping with administrative tasks such as making up class lists, keeping  
attendance records, etc. 
Planning and attending special social/community-building events 

Serving as a òhospitality volunteeró to welcome teachers, tutors,  
and students and help them find their way to the correct classrooms 

Basic information 

Teacher and tutor training: Saturday, Jan. 9, 10:00 amð3:00 pm  
(required for all teachers and tutors) 
Registration: Sunday, Jan. 10 & 17, 12:30ð1:30 pm 

Classes: Jan. 10ðMarch 21, 1:15ð3:00 pm (ten Sundays, no class Feb. 14) 

If youõre interested in working with the program, contact Shirley Thompson 
(shirl.thom@gmail.com) or stop by the church office for a volunteer application  
(leave completed applications in the ESL mailbox). 
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Our Christmas pageant told the story of Mary and Joseph 
seeking shelter for the birth of the infant Jesus. Over 
2,000 years later, perhaps you can offer shelter to UUs 
visiting the nationõs capital?  

The All Souls B&B had a phenomenally successful first year 
in 2009, much of it fueled by tourism at the time of the 
inauguration. The 2010 church budget calls for the B&B  
to raise $10,000.  

Because we try not to ask congregants to host guests more 
than twice a year, we need to recruit more host families. 
This is a great way to help the church, meet UUs from 
around the country, and learn about UU B&B programs  
in other cities. 

Marion Connell and Laurie Lester will be available after 
each service on January 10 and January 17 to answer  
questions and sign up hosts using the online computer  
system. Stop by and see how you can get involved. 
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Interested in the next two service trips on the All Soulsð
New Orleans Connection? Now is the time to get on the 
list and plan your trip. We will work at lowernine.org  
and make other connections in the Lower 9th Ward 
neighborhood. Work includes home construction and 
neighborhood support. Trip 1 (adults over 18), March 6ð
13, contact Kay Campbell (kaycamp22@gmail.com).  
Trip 2 (12 and over, multigenerational), March 27ðApril 
3 (week before Easter school break), contact Mary Taylor 
(Mary.F.Taylor@gmail.com).  

The All SoulsðNew Orleans Connection announces 50 
Parties in 50 Days. Before the flood, the African-
American homeownership rate in the Lower Ninth Ward 
(which is not at a lower elevation than many parts of the 
city, just downriver) was 59%. Now, the return rate in 
the Lower Ninth is 19%, compared to 75% citywide.  
All Souls is working with Lower Ninth Ward native and 
community leader Ronald Lewis and lowernine.org  
Executive Director Rick Prose to put up a warehouse to 
store free and low-cost building materials. All you have to 
do is throw a party. Kick-off event January 17. 50th party 
(for all party hosts) February 27. Are you in? Contact  
MA (masheehan@ayearintheyard.com).  
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Afro Blue in concert to celebrate  
the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Since its 2002 founding, Afro Blue, Howard Universityõs acclaimed jazz vocal 
ensemble and director, Connaitre Miller , have won many accolades, such as 
Downbeat magazineõs 2009 Best College Jazz Vocal Ensemble. The group has 
formed professional relationships with some of the jazz worldõs most prominent 
musicians. In 2007, Gerri Allen, pianist and Howard alum, invited Afro Blue to 
join the premiere of her For the Healing of the Nations: A Sacred Jazz Suite for the  
Victims of 9/11. This May, they will sing in Allenõs Mary Louõs Mass at the Kennedy 
Centerõs Mary Lou Williams 
Woman in Jazz Festival. In 
2008, Afro Blue teamed up 
with Billy Taylor, performing 
new arrangements of two 
pieces he composed in tribute 
to Dr. King. With violinist, 
John Blake, Jr., the ensemble 
has recorded new arrange-
ments of several spirituals. For 
the past two holiday seasons, 
theyõve appeared as guests of 
Marvin Hamlisch and the NSO 
Pops Orchestra. Afro Blue has 
been a regular at the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and DCõs 
Duke Ellington Jazz Festival, 
and in 2008 was featured on 
NPRõs All Things Considered. 
The group has recorded two CDs. 

Connaitre Miller, for many years All Soulsõ jazz artist-in-residence, is Afro Blueõs 
founder, director, and principal arranger. An associate professor of music at  
Howard, she coordinates its jazz vocal program and teaches several advanced jazz 
courses. She performs as a solo artist, teaches jazz singing to adults in Strathmoreõs 
education program, and is in demand nationwide as a clinician in jazz singing and 
jazz choral conducting.  

The concert will take place in the Sanctuary on Sunday, January 17, at 5:00 
pm. Tickets ($20.00 for adults/$10.00 for students) can be purchased at the 
church after Sunday services or at the door on the evening of the performance. All 
profits from the concert will benefit the ministries of All Souls Church, Unitarian.  

Afro Blue, Connaitre Miller, and Dr. Billy Taylor, fall 2008  
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All Souls Church emergency weather policy  

Our recent snow is a reminder that winter has arrived and it is a good time  
to review our weather closure policy. 

We will take our lead from the DC and federal governments. If either one  
informs employees that the city is closed for a weather emergency, we will  
also close our offices. 

If a government weather emergency is declared on a Sunday, we will do  
everything possible to hold a single service at 11:15 am. Religious classes  
will always be cancelled during a weather emergency.  

A Sunday closure notice will be send to the newsletter email distribution list. 

Become a Worship Associate  

Applications are now being accepted for Worship Associates (WA) and Buddy 

WAs for the March 2010ðFebruary 2012 term. The WA serves in the pulpit  

on the day of service, welcoming the congregation and inviting the offering. The 

Buddy WA prepares all the practical aspects of worship, such as preparing the 

chalice and votive candles and providing backup in the event of an emergency. 

WAs meet three or four times over the two years for training and informational 

purposes. Contact Gregory Ford (202 526-1250 or gregoryford@rcn.com) for 

an application. Please submit applications as soon as possible.  

Recordings of All Souls Sunday services  

Recording of services is shifting from audio cassettes to compact disks (CDs),  
as CDs can register a full service without having to be flipped; CDs are easier  
to store and upload to the server; and cassette players are becoming scarce.  
We are still recording on both cassette and CD, but will phase out cassettes  
over time. As it happens, a two-sided cassette holds 90 minutes of material, 
while a CD only holds 80 minutes, so in some instances, a service may need  
to be edited to fit on one disk. If this is a problem, we can obtain the entire  
service in two parts. The request form gives you a choice of CD or audio-
cassette. If you want just the sermon, you can download it from the website.  
For more information, contact Bob Freeman. 

mailto:gregoryford@rcn.com
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All Souls Church after the December 2009 snow storm 
Photo by Gary Penn 


