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Honoring Dr. King: An Evening with Taylor Branch & ASC Choir

Robert Hardies, Senior Minister

hope you will join me
I for a special night at

All Souls on Thurs-
day, January 26. That
night we will welcome
back a former All Souls
member—author Taylor
Branch—who will read
from and sign copies of A¢

The Ministry We Share

Canaan's Edge, the third
and final volume of his Pu-
litzer-prize winning biog-
raphy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The first volume
of the trilogy, Parting the
Waters, was a nation-wide
bestseller, and was dedicat-
ed to the choir of All Souls
Church. The choir will

Shana Goodwin, Associate Minister

eriodically, I am
P asked about what
the role of a minister is
and how it connects with
what the members of the
congregation bring to our
community. [ have been
asked this more often
as our membership has
grown and as more people
come to our church hav-
ing never attended (not to
mention been a member
of) a church before. My
role as one of the ministers

you called to serve is to
guide the work in each of
the areas that are a part of
my portfolio here, to lead
worship once a month, and
to be a part of the team
that works to accomplish
the day-to-day tasks of the
church. However, the staff
and the ministers are far
from alone in making All
Souls what it is. Each and
every one of you contrib-
ute to the spirit of this
church. Each member of

join Mr. Branch this night
in remembering Dr. King’s
life and ministry. Please
join me for this celebra-
tion in word and song on
Thursday, January 26 at
7 p.m. at the church.

T
\Jor.

Love,

this congregation has a part
to play in holding a vision
of the whole—of who we
are becoming. In this new
year, may we each find
ways to serve and minis-
ter to this community and
the city. May we resolve
to uncover and share the
unique ministry that only
we can offer. May 2006
bring new blessings.
Happy New Year!
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Baltimore-Washington Growth Committee
Evelyn Spurgin & Bill Welch, co-chairs

T he Baltimore Washington Growth Committee (BWGC) is a

nine-person committee of laypeople and religious profession-

als with the charge of growing Unitarian Universalism in the region.

We are moving forward with our plan for growth, put together over

two years and with input from congregations across the region. One

of the first steps is to create subcommittees that are responsible for

specific portions of the plan. We are delighted to present to you those

subcommittees, many of which are already co-chaired by the dedi-

cated leaders listed below:

Vital Congregations Mike Harris, Cedar Lane

Rev. Jaco ten Hove, Co-Minister, Paint Branch

Public Outreach ~ Joyce Dowling, Davies Memorial

Rev. Nancy McDonald Ladd, Minister, Bull Run

Diversity Rev. John Crestwell, Co-Minister, Davies Memorial
Paula Cole Jones, All Souls

New Large Cong. Rev. Roger Fritts, Minister, Cedar Lane

The six subcommittees listed above are all looking for members
with a passion for Unitarian Universalism and a desire to foster its
growth in the Baltimore Washington region. If you are interested in
serving on any of the subcommittees, please contact JPD staff mem-
ber Bob Johnsen at bob.johnsen@verizon.net.

You will see that one of the subcommittees is called “Reviv-
al”—that’s an honest-to-goodness UU revival! We are planning this
momentous event for the afternoon of Sunday, April 2, following
the JPD Annual Conference at the Doubletree Hotel in Crystal City,
Va. on Friday night and Saturday. Please mark your calendars, and
expect inspiring preaching, astounding music, and the chance to see
the flame of Unitarian Universalism shining brightly.

As always, the members of the BWGC welcome your comments
as we move forward with this exciting plan for growth. We are:

Ron Brandt, Mount Vernon, ronbrandt@cox.net

Augustin Douoguih, Sterling, adouoguih@msn.com

John Gubbings, Cedar Lane, jgubbings@verizon.net

Aynsley Hamel, Towson, ahamel13@msn.com

Deborah Kahn, Director of RE, Rockville, dkahn@uucr.org

Amanda Poppei, Ministerial Intern, River Rd, apoppei@rruc.org

Evelyn Spurgin, Annapolis, mes@hbdlaw.com (Co-chair)

Rev. Bill Welch, Minister for Programs, Fairfax,

bwelch@uucf.org (Co-chair)

Chuck Wooldridge, All Souls, cwool@verizon.net

Barbara Corprew is the All Souls BWGC liaison at All Souls.
We look forward to updating you on the subcommittees’ progress
over the coming months, and we’ll see you all on April 2!



Social Justice

Direct Service Opportunities

Neighbors in Need Campaign

* Monthly Christ House 1* Monday dinners: Shop on
Saturday OR Cook on Sunday at All Souls OR Serve on
Monday at Christ House, 1717 Columbia Road. Contact
Louise Green, Igreen@allsouls.ws

* Monthly Sacred Heart 3" Thursday dinners: Serve 5-
6:30 at Sacred Heart, 16" St. and Park Road NW. Contact
Dave Jones, davidsjones@yahoo.com

Affordable Housing

» UU Affordable Housing Corporation Second Saturdays:
Work on rehab of apartments in the neighborhood. To vol-
unteer, contact Gary Mummert, gmum@mindspring.com
* All Souls Housing Corporation work on Jubilee Housing
apartments for Katrina families. To volunteer or donate
goods, contact Gary Mummert, gmum@mindspring.com

Children and Education

» Amachi Big Brother/Big Sister — Congregational men-
tors for children of incarcerated parents. Contact Jeffrey
Palacios at Amachi, 202-783-5585 x16

* Elsie Stokes Community Freedom Charter School part-
nership — Volunteers in after-school and Saturday pro-
grams. Contact Louise Green, lgreen@allsouls.ws

Donations

* Hurricane Katrina partnership supporting the Commu-
nity Church/First UU of New Orleans rebuilding (various
opportunities). Next project is with Religious Education
families—backpacks with gifts for children in the two con-
gregations. Contact Gabrielle Farrell, gfarrell@allsouls.ws

Wal-Mart Movie Night

A 11 Souls will show the much-discussed Robert
Greenwald film Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low
Price on Friday, Jan. 13 at Potter’s House at 1658 Colum-
bia Road NW. Dinner and snacks are available at 7 p.m.,
movie at 8 p.m., and the $10 admission fee will benefit DC
Jobs with Justice. Parking available by calling 202-232-
5483. Four volunteers needed that evening: contact Louise
at lgreen@allsouls.ws.
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Making a Difference for Katrina Survivors

O ne more Katrina survivor was able to move into

an apartment on Euclid Street, NW, in December.
Many thanks to the All Souls Housing Corporation volun-
teers who “pulled out all the stops” in the effort to reha-
bilitate this Jubilee Housing unit by the end of November.
Thanks also go to the UUs for Social Justice and All Souls
folks who collected donations to help outfit the apartment.
We anticipate that there will be some continuing need over
the next several months to help support the Katrina victims
living in the Jubilee Housing units in our Church neigh-
borhood. For info, contact Gary Mummert at gmum(@
mindspring.com.

The All Souls Housing Corporation comprises mem-
bers of ASC who have an interest in helping preserve and
promote affordable housing for low and moderate income
people in our neighborhood. To become more involved:

*For those interested in the “hands-on” activities,
the monthly Second Saturday Program of helping other
non-profit groups refurbish their affordable units for new
tenants is a good bet. For more information check out the
housing information table in Pierce Hall.

*For those who are interested in how organizations op-
erate, you are invited to the All Souls Housing Corporation
annual meeting to be held at 1 p.m. on January 15, 2006.

Home Stays Needed for Peace Advocates

¢ ‘C ommunities for Peace,” an organization based
in Eureka, CA, is sending ordinary citizens to
Washington to walk the halls of Congress delivering their
unique messages of Peace. After sponsoring marches
at home for a few years, this group of dedicated peace
advocates decided it was time to bring their message to
the Capitol. With limited contacts in our area, they are
looking for host homes for their “Peace Ambassadors.” If
you would be willing to provide accomodation for one or
two adults for a few nights and make a new friend, please
call or email Martha Ketelle (703) 836-3139, mketelle@
verizon.net, to learn more about what you can do to
support this initiative.



Spiritual Development

Adult Spiritual Development Courses
Winter/Spring 2006

T he Adult Spiritual Development committee is
pleased to bring you the following courses for the
Winter/Spring of 2006. Please note the starting dates for
the courses that interest you. Some of them are starting
soon! For more detailed information or to register, go to
http://groupus.all-souls.org.

Introduction to Taoist Philosophy
Dates: 4 Mon evenings, 7-9pm, Jan 16 — Feb 6
Facilitator: Merc Fox

Emerson s Spiritual Essays
Dates: 10 Mon. evenings, 7-9pm, Jan 16 - March 20
Facilitator: Richard Schmechel

Engaging the Political/Religious Left —
Reflection for Action (section 1)

Dates: 5 evenings, 7-9pm, Tues 1/24, Wed 2/1, Wed 2/8,
Wed 2/15, Tues 2/21

Facilitator: Reverend Robert Hardies

UU Theology Through Our Seven Principles
Dates: 5 Thurs evenings, 7-9pm, Jan 26 — Feb 23
Facilitators: Kat Morgan and Kat Liu

Spanish Conversation for Beginners
Dates: 10 Wed evenings, 6-8pm, Feb 8 - April 12
Facilitator: Ann Steinecke

Image and Word

Dates: 2 Wed evenings, 7-9pm, Feb 8-15 and 1 Sat morn-
ing, 10am-1pm, Feb 25

Facilitator: Rev. Shana Goodwin

Engaging the Political/Religious Left —
Reflection for Action (section 11)

Dates: 5 Tues evenings, 7-9pm, March 7 — April 4
Facilitator: Rev. Louise Green

Building Your Own Theology
Dates: 8 Mon. evenings, 7-9pm, April 3 - May 22
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Facilitators: Julia Kernochan and Richard Schmechel

What Does Love Look Like?

Dates: 2 Sat mornings, 10am-12pm, June 3-10
Facilitator: Ananda Kiamsha Maydelyn Leeke

Evolution, Intelligent Design, and the
Separation of Church and State

Dates: TBD

Facilitator: Megan Hanson

Global Warming:

What It Is and What We Can Do About It
Dates: TBD

Facilitators: Kevin Rosseel and Heather McGray

Join Some Elite Company ... Usher!

In some denominations the honor of serving as an usher
is conferred only on the elders of the church, the dea-
cons — those who, having passed through years of service
have earned the right.

At All Souls Church, the honor is just as great but in
the interests of diversification and broad representation,
ushers are selected without emphasis on long-term mem-
bership or service. The only requirement is the willingness
to help keep the Sunday services running smoothly.

A brief lesson by experienced ushers, followed by on-
the-job training, and the novice soon becomes the friendly
usher who greets the congregants, helps seat people, take
up the offering, answers questions and helps create the
spirited, innovative Sunday services for which All Souls
has become widely known.

If you have felt the energy on a Sunday morning, if
you have thrilled to the sermon or to the music, if you
have thought “This I can believe,” If you have realized that
you feel at home at All Souls, then you are ready to help
others. Ushers serve one designated Sunday a month. If
you want to join the team, please speak to Nancy Simon,
email Whittsimon(@aol.com or just give your name and
telephone number to an usher - and accept the honor of
helping make Sunay morning at All Souls Church a beauti-
ful experience.



Looking Ahead

Learning About Our Past

R ev. Hardies talked on December 4 about Moncure
Conway, minister at All Souls from 1854-1856.

The Conway Foundation in Falmouth Virginia is planning
a gala celebration leading up to a Juneteenth Celebra-

tion June 17, 2006. The Foundation shared this with us:
Conway’s father was a wealthy slaveholder in Virginia,
and his mother introduced her son to abolitionism. Dur-
ing the Civil War, Union and Confederate forces displaced
the family slaves. Moncure Conway searched and found
family slaves in Georgetown. He helped a band of slaves
escape to Ohio. The escapees formed the Conway Colony
and prospered. We are inviting Foundation members to
visit ASC in January. Stay tuned for updates.

Multicultural Growth

T he Multicultural Growth Task Force is committed
to listening to ASC members reflect on the Inten-
tional Growth Policy adopted by the Board of Trustees
this year. At our first listening session on October 16™,
we were encouraged to do “in-reach,” especially with
Black/African American members, before attempting to
attract new members. On November 29, thirteen Black/
African American members shared with the Task Force
and encouraged us to continue to dialogue internally. We
will continue to offer open listening sessions and will also
staff a table in Pierce Hall to receive feedback and answer
questions. For more information, contact Denise Ander-
son at ascdenise@yahoo.com or drop off your comments,
questions or concerns at our mail slot (“Multi Growth
TF)at the church. We appreciate your input; we need to
support each other on this journey.

Book Discussion Group in January

T he next meeting of the Book Discussion Group will
be Sunday, January 8, 2006. Please contact drath-
man@yahoo.com for location. The book will be Reveille
in Washington 1860-1865 by Margaret Leech. It’s time
to select new books. Please bring your suggestions. The
Book Group normally meets on the second Sunday of the
month. Please join us for any book that interests you.
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UU’re Home!

D o you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to inter-
esting destinations where you can stay in the homes
of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to
provide directions and advice for their area?

The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home (for-
merly Homecomings) can fulfill your dream. For 27 years,
we’ve provided a network of hosts in the United States
(and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new friends and
who are happy to open their home to like-minded people.

Check out our website at www.UUreHome.com, where
entries are updated whenever changes are made or new
hosts are added and you can charge a membership to your
credit card. The 2006 edition of the annual paper directory
will be available in April and can be ordered by sending a
check for $18 (or $23, along with your e-mail address, for
both the directory and a year’s access to the website) to
UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806.

You can also be listed in the directory as a host . Con-
tact us at 828-281-3253 or at info@uurehome.com, and we
will gladly send you more information.

Young Couples Small Group Ministry

T he Young Couples Small Group Ministry is a new
group for young couples (20s and 30s) contemplating
or recently (in the last few years) committed to long-term
partnership. What values do you want to guide your rela-
tionship? Do you agree on them? What skills and resources
are needed to live them on a daily basis? Through facilitat-
ed discussion and activities, we will seek to answer these
questions as they come up. While this small group ministry
is more structured than a covenant group, the emphasis

is on everyone learning from each other. It is intended

for 5-6 couples. We will have information sessions after
church on Sundays January 8 and 15, followed by meet-
ings on Tuesday, January 17 and Tuesday, January 31.
From February through early June we’ll meet 2™ and 4
Tuesdays. The leaders are Rob Keithan and Heather Laing,
with many thanks to Kristin Shipler for helping us create
this plan. To learn more, email hlaingdc@hotmail.com or
robcav@erols.com.



Odds & Ends

Join Words of the Spirit ...

‘ N 7 ords of the Spirit Covenant Group is now tak-

ing new members. This covenant group meets
every other Monday night to provide an intimate space for
writing, reflection and sharing. Whether you are a journal-
keeper, novelist, poet, essayist, or just like to think with
a pen in your hand, please join as we set on paper what is
said by the voice within. Guests are welcome and encour-
aged to attend a few meetings before deciding whether
to join. Ifyou’d like to attend a meeting, please contact
Aimee Imundo (aimee.imundo@ge.com) or Janice Nolen
(jen4236(@hotmail.com) for details.

Ethical Dialog for January 2006
Jan I No Meeting

Jan 8 At Season's End, was it a religious,
secular or multi-faith event?

The First (?) Family was chastised for making it a

Holiday rather than Christmas season. And Falwell and

companions branded retailers offering “Happy Holidays”

as ‘anti-Christian’. Are we losing the core of our religious

heritage?

Jan 15 The Individual - Community
Responsibility Divide

How much responsibility for protecting life and livelihood

does the individual as opposed to the community (or the

state) bear? Where is the dividing line? Is this a moral or

legal question?

Jan 22 The Pension Quandary

Has the extended family responsibility for our elders care
morphed into government’s moral responsibility? Who is
responsible for caring for our aging population?

Jan 29 Open Discussion

A time for exploring neglected or overlooked ethical and
moral challenges of the day.
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All Souls Auction — Mark Your Calendars!

This year’s auction will take place in the evening

on Saturday, April 1. The planning begins now— join
the team to plan the church’s second largest fundraiser

of the year. We are looking for individuals to oversee
publicity, catering, decorations, donation solicitation, and
more. Contact the Chairs of this year’s auction at
allsoulsauction@yahoo.com to volunteer.

Get Merchants to Donate to ASC

Y ou can get Safeway and other merchants to donate
to All Souls for every purchase you make if you
register your Safeway Club card, as well as credit or
debit cards, at www.eScrip.com. Safeway will donate
1% - 3% to ASC, depending on the total of your monthly
purchases. Other merchants and occasional special offers
can produce even higher percentages. There is NO COST
to you or to ASC. Questions? Contact Carol Falk, 202-
483-5607 or falkjohnson@netscape.com.

From the Archives ...

A newsletter from December, 1941, just before our
entry into World War II listed the following adult
courses: “The Dawn of Indic Religion”, “Character: The
Scientific Foundation”, the third in a series on the Ordinary
Life, “Greece in the Present Conflict” and “Man’s Rela-
tion to the Universe” Throughout that month, life went on
at All Souls with 16 meetings, a bazaar, and a Christmas
dance.

Special Caring List

P lease keep in your thoughts and prayers the members
of our congregation who are unable to get to church
any more: Mary Jane Fisher, Virginia Gray, Loretta and
Wesley Hanes, Mary Louise Robbins, Marianna Sewell,
Marietta Sharp, Larry Stone, Emilie Wiggins.

Notes or cards would be welcome. Addresses are in the
church directory (available at the Information Table in
Pierce Hall). You can also visit the Caring Table to sign
cards for those homebound. To visit shut-in members,
contact Rev. Shana Goodwin at church (202-332-5266).



Member News

Member News

A ndrea Carlson and Michael Barrett were married
at All Souls, formalizing their combined households
of six children. The Milner family welcomed Charlotte
Elizabeth who has already made her Church debut. Con-
gratulations to Jim Regan who has a new job at NASA.
We’re glad that Steve Agarwal has safely returned from
India where he was visiting his father who continues to
recover from illness. Paula Cole Jones was inducted into
the Hall of Fame for the National Association of Black
Scuba Divers (NABS).

We wish member Rose Kurland traveling mercies on
her move to Evanston, Ill. on Jan. 13.

Alberta Henderson is recovering from eye surgery, as
is Mary Ann Anderson. Barbara Legerwood had cata-
ract surgery. We’re sorry to hear that she’s had additional
health problems. Betty Mullendore has been suffering
from painful colitis. Deborah Crouch continues the saga
of problems with her foot. Molly Freeman whose left
knee ballooned to twice the size of the right has welcomed
its (more or less) return to original shape. Molly Moore
and her husband were in a bad automobile accident, but,
thankfully, are all right. Chris Herman is having foot
surgery on Dec. 16 and will be recuperating (with the help
of ASC friends) through mid-January.

We are so sorry to hear that Edna Lingreen has been
hospitalized with a broken hip, and that Gertie Coleman
has been hospitalized twice with heart related problems.

Gretchen Goodrich and Elizabeth Franks have been
caring for their mothers, and involved in difficult decisions
about their health.

We send loving sympathy to Jim Williams who lost
his mother, Helen, so soon after his father’s death last
May, to Earl Richardson on the loss of his mother, and
to Dave and Mike Bornmann on the recent loss of their
mother. Finally, Betty Cole mourns the death of a dog who
had been her companion for many years.

Newsletter Deadline Change!

I he new newsletter deadline is the second Friday of
every month, rather than the third, to allow the church
to save money on postage. Don’t miss the date!
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Getting Started at All Souls

T he Welcoming and Membership Committee invites
those interested in learning more about and/or
joining ASC to the following sessions during January.

Step 1. Introduction. Join our Associate Minister,
Rev. Shana Goodwin, to learn more about UUs and ASC.
After service on Jan. 15, from 12:45 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Step 2. Orientation. Those interested in joining
ASC are invited to this three-hour session, where you
will explore your spirituality, learn about ASC, and tour
the church. Those who wish to join can sign the book of
members. Wed., March 15, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Step 3. New Member Ingathering Sunday: New
members are formally introduced to the congregation
during this special Sunday Service on March 19, 2005.

All are welcome to attend these sessions. Attendance
does not constitute a commitment to join All Souls. It is
not necessary to pre-register for these sessions. Questions?
Contact Lynne Heltman at (202)363-1478 or asc-
newmembers@verizon.net.

ALL SOULS

The deadline for All Souls is the second Friday of
the month. Notices, articles and letters may be
submitted anytime. E-mail, Elizabeth Preston at
elizabeth_mae_preston@hotmail.com

Editorial policy: articles and letters about church
activities and programs submitted by church
members and friends of ASC will be published
in All Souls in a timely manner. Due to space
constraints, lengthy articles may be edited,
and articles not time-sensitive may be held for
subsequent issues.

Illustrations provided by Mark Mitchell.
Editor Emeritus: Lorie Allion

Publication Deadlines:
February Issue: January 13
March Issue: February 10

Editor: Elizabeth Preston
elizabeth_mae_preston@hotmail.com



All Souls Unitarian Church Services
Services begin at 10:50 a.m. unless otherwise noted

January 1 ¢ In the Spirit of Kwanzaa * Rev. Shana Goodwin
Join Rev. Goodwin and members of our community in our annual celebration
of Kwanzaa.

January 8 ¢ That Which Matters Most * Rev. Shana Goodwin

Our capitalist and consumer-driven culture push us to confuse needs and
wants. As we begin a new year we will reflect on how we can better align
our lives with our values. How can we live what we believe and what is most
important to us?

January 15 ¢ Parting the Waters * Rev. Robert Hardies

The Civil Rights Movement represents the high-water mark for progressive
religious activism in America. What can we learn from Dr. King and the
movement he led about how to be faithful religious activists in our own time?
Join us for our annual MLK Sunday Celebration!

January 22 ¢ The Meaning of Life: The Search * Rev. Robert Hardies
“What is the meaning of life?” This is, perhaps, the fundamental human
question...and religious question. Today we embark on a three-week journey
through the wisdom of the ages in search of clues to life’s meaning.

January 29 ¢ The Meaning of Life: The Void * Rev. Robert Hardies
Sometimes our search for meaning leads us to a dead end. Either we place our
ultimate trust in something that is unworthy, or we conclude that life holds no
meaning at all. This Sunday we seriously confront the possibility that there is
no rhyme or reason to life.

February 5 « The Meaning of Life: The Hope * Rev. Robert Hardies
Our search brings us to an affirmation of life’s preciousness and its meaning.
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MISSION & ENDS STATEMENTS

Mission Statement of All Souls Church

To create a diverse, spirit-growing, justice-seeking
community that transforms ourselves and our world
into one great family of all souls.

Ends Statements: By 2008 we will be able to say of
our congregation:

1. Church members of all ages discover and articulate
the source of love in their lives and cultivate the abil-
ity to act on that love in ever-expanding circles.

2. All Souls is an ever-more diverse congregation,
overcoming the barriers that divide the human family.
3. Our building and grounds are welcoming, com-
fortable and accessible to all who seek their use in
congruence with our mission.

4. All Souls Church is a congregation where members
generously share human and financial resources to
support our growing mission and ends.

5. All Souls Church is a leader in the Unitarian Uni-
versalist movement, by witnessing to UU values in our
nation’s capital.

6. The Columbia Heights/Adams Morgan/Mt. Pleasant
neighborhood is a more just and compassionate com-
munity because of All Souls’ prophetic leadership.

7. All Souls Church is a vibrant and joyful community
of communities where all seekers find connection,
support and spiritual growth in groups large and small.
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