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Stepping Up to the Plate
Robert Hardies, Senior Minister

www.all-souls.org

kay, I’ll admit it. I’m 
responsible for the OCreating 

a diverse, 
spirit-growing,
justice-seeking 

community.

baseball-themed slogan for 
this year’s pledge drive—
Stepping Up to the Plate.
	 David Ortiz’s great 
clutch hitting for the Red 
Sox this year was one 
inspiration. Whenever they 
needed a vital hit, Ortiz 
stepped up and delivered.
	 The inspiration comes 
from this church, too. In 
our 184-year history, All 
Souls has consistently 
stepped up for justice and 
progressive religion. In 
1859 members risked pub-
lic censure by ringing the 
church bell for abolition. In 

1921, when an older build-
ing no longer sufficed, they 
risked financial security 
to build this magnificent 
church. In 1954, when the 
Police Boys Club refused 
to integrate, All Souls start-
ed the city’s first racially-
integrated youth club.
	 All Souls Church has a 
history of clutch hits.  This 
year we’re being asked to 
step up again.
	 The recent growth of 
the church is a testament 
to how many people yearn 
for the message that this 
church offers. We rejoice 
that more and more people 
are discovering All Souls. 

However, growth strains 
our staff, building and vol-
unteers. In order to serve 
current and new members, 
we need to provide greater 
financial support for social 
justice, children’s religious 
education, better volunteer 
coordination, and multicul-
tural programming.
	 These are our priori-
ties, and they deserve gen-
erous support. Join us for 
Generosity Sunday on Oct. 
23, and share a generous 
pledge with your church 
community to support our 
important work together.
Love,

ne of my hopes for 
this church year is O

that every member will 
take advantage of a small 
group ministry, whether it 
is a Roots & Wings class, 
an spiritual development 
class, a covenant group, or 
a special event. One of the 
things I say at each new-
comer introduction is that 
we want All Souls to be a 

place of significance and 
transformation in mem-
bers’ lives.  The deeper 
your connections are here; 
the more powerful the 
possibilities of growth and 
meaning and purpose.  
	 Since we never seem 
to have enough covenant 
group openings, I will be 
offering a training to lead 
a six-week course entitled 

Evensong on Wed., Oct. 
19 at 7 p.m.  Evensong 
leads participants through 
worship and sharing on 
many different topics. 
	 I have offered it sev-
eral times here and always 
found it moving and inspir-
ing. Call me to sign up.
With faith in community,

Getting Involved at All Souls Through Small Groups ...
Shana Goodwin, Associate Minister



All Souls October 2005 �

ALL SOULS CHURCH

1500 Harvard Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
www.all-souls.org 
phone: 202-332-5266 fax: 202-332-8968

STAFF
Robert M. Hardies, Senior Minister
Shana Goodwin, Associate Minister
Jan O’Connell, Administrator
Tracy Butler, Office Manager
Gabrielle Farrell, Religious Educator
Louise Green, Dir. of Social Justice Ministries
Peter Mosher, Facilities Manager
Constance Ofori, Childcare Provider
Angela Powell Walker, 
	 Director, DC Children’s Choir
Earl Richardson, Receptionist
Jorge Sanchez, Office Assistant
Lenard Starks, Director, Jubilee Singers
John Strang, Director of Music
Stacey Cosey, Financial/Database Asst.
Jessica DiPietro, Childcare Provider

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chuck Wooldridge, President (202-723-4069)
Dorothy E. Holmes, V.P. (301-590-9518)
Sheila Campbell (301-387-4555)
Ernie Cormier (202-363-5883)
Paula Cole Jones (202-526-3404)
Dave Kerlina (301-309-1714)
Steve Marshall (202-244-3991)
Delabian Rice-Thurston (202-726-1518)
Liz Salett (202-342-6532)

OFFICERS
Jon Fetter-Degges, Secretary
Ruel Eskelsen, Asst. Secretary
Molly Freeman, Membership Secretary
Vanessa Lowe, Treasurer
Julie Agarwal, Asst. Treasurer
Bill Kules, Moderator

BUILDING HOURS
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Generosity Starts at Home
here does your generosity to All Souls actually go?
	 All Souls finds itself facing a problem these days---cop-W

ing with growth.  At first glance, that may seem like no problem 
at all.  Truth is, though, when a church grows to a certain point, its 
resources get tapped thin and those things that were responsible for 
growth in the first place are put at risk.  That’s where we are now.
	 So this year’s Generosity Campaign is all about ‘stepping up to 
the plate’ to secure ‘The Seven Sacred Virtues of All Souls’—Seven 
key ways All Souls has stepped up for our values:
	 Securing Our History:  We have been the social justice soul of 
the nation’s Capital starting before the Civil War, when All Souls was 
the city’s ‘official’ bell, and tolled on momentous occasions.
	 Securing Social Justice: How often have you said ‘Thank good-
ness my church implements programs embodying social justice?’ 
	 Securing Our Children:  When we added Gabrielle as our Min-
ister of Religious Education, it was a bet on the future of our kids.  
Now, with more children, we need more RE staff.
	 Securing Our Welcome as a diverse Congregation:  To be an 
intentional multiracial, multicultural community, we need to publi-
cize our hospitality and devote staff resources to new members.
	 Securing Our Worship:  The inspiration of musical offerings 
on Sunday, the sustenance of covenant groups, and ministry to small 
groups all require staffing, which must grow as our numbers do.
	 Securing Our Caring:  The needs for pastoral care multiply, as 
do the people in the pews.
	 Securing Our Lay Leadership:  As there are more people vol-
unteering, the need for organization, coordination and staff oversight 
becomes more critical. 
	 Don’t you think it’s time for us to step up for All Souls? 

Racial Justice Training Workshop: Oct. 7-9
ll Souls will sponsor a Journey Toward Wholeness training ses-
sion starting at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, October 7, and concluding A

in the late afternoon of Sunday, October 9.
	 The program, called Jubilee 2, was developed by the UU As-
sociation and designed to encourage a deeper understanding of the 
systemic operation of racism in America at the personal, institutional, 
and cultural levels. We are privileged to have three professional UUA 
facilitators coming to help us on this journey.
	 Registration is $40, which  for all meals and training materials. 
Scholarships are available. For information and registration, visit 
the ADORE table after church in Pierce Hall, contact Jim Armstrong, 
(202) 723-4450, Jacycle@principle2.org, or Lynn Bulger, lynnbulg-
er@earthlink.net.
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New Charter School Partners with ASC

e are embarking on a pilot partnership with the 
Stokes School as an experiment in relationship, W

thinking about how we can have a mutually beneficial tie 
that works towards social justice.  There could have been 
many fine options, but we needed to start with one to see 
how the relationship building might work, so we chose one 
that was primarily low income families of color.
	 The Stokes School draws families from this neighbor-
hood (60 percent) and beyond, is primarily Latino and 
Black, and more than 90 percent of the students qualify for 
the free meals program for lowest income families.  Estab-
lished in 1998, the school prepares 250 culturally diverse 
kindergarten to sixth grade children to be leaders, scholars 
and citizens who are committed to social justice, all study-
ing in English/Spanish or English/French. 
(1).  Volunteers are needed for the after school (M-F 4 to 
6) classes and clubs, and tutoring/homework help, which 
range across a variety of areas.  You would choose which 
day(s) you are available.  There is also a Saturday Acad-
emy. Call Clarence Bell-Alston, at 202-265-7237 ext. 107 
to inquire about volunteering, and say you are from ASC.
(2)  The Stokes School will participate in our Thanksgiv-
ing Collection of non-perishable food for families, and 
look at hunger issues in the neighborhood, developing their 
own activities on the Friday/Saturday before Nov. 20.
(3)   We are also creating a list of All Souls congregants 
who are able to go to the school to speak to students or fac-
ulty.  If you are interested in this, let me know at lgreen@
allsouls.ws or 202-332-5266 x114 at the church.

Walk Around the White House

t 1 p.m., on Sunday, October 9, in Lafayette Park, 
please join members of the All Souls Buddhist Cov-A

enant Group, the Washington Buddhist Peace Fellowship 
and others on a silent, interfaith, reflective walk for peace 
in our hearts in Washington, DC, in Iraq and in the world.
Meet at 1 p.m. on Sunday, October 9th, in the center of 
LafayettePark (across from the White House) by the statue 
of Andrew Jackson on a horse. The walk begins with 
short readings from different faith traditions and then a 
silent, meditative walk of about an hour around the White 
House.  No signs or banners are needed. Hugh Byrne, who 
conducts meditation sessions at All Souls, leads the walk.
Questions? Contact the Washington Buddhist Peace Fel-
lowship at www.wbpf.org or All Souls Buddhist Covenant 
Group at lensworth@verizon.net. 

Social Justice

District-Wide Racial Justice Conference
n October 15, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. All Souls 
Church will host the first annual UU Joseph O

Priestley District (JPD) racial justice conference, entitled 
Tipping the Point Towards Racial Justice.  This confer-
ence will bring together people from All Souls and other 
UU churches across the JPD who are working to make our 
congregations “houses where racial justice lives.”  This 
conference is aimed at creating a racial justice movement. 
	 The Rev. David Billings of the New Orleans-
based People ‘s Institute for Survival and Beyond will be 
the keynote presenter. Registration for the workshop is $20 
for members of Full Fair Share Congregations such as All 
Souls, and includes coffee, lunch and optional dinner.  
	 With questions or to register, contact Carol Fisher, 
301-762-3271, petnannycarol@earthlink.net.

Member News
ith sorrow we report the death of Anita Jones, for-
mer director of the All Souls Jubilee Singers, and W

of Vince Davis, former director of the Columbia Heights 
Youth Club and a long-time member of All Souls.
	 A longer news of members column will appear in the 
November issue. 

Town Hall on Multicultural Growth
lease join members of the Board of Trustees and the 
ExecutiveTeam on Oct. 16 at 12:45 pm to discuss the P

All Souls Policy for Intentional Multicultural Growth.  In 
furtherance of End Statement #2: All Souls is an ever-more 
diverse Congregation overcoming the barriers that divide 
the human family. See the September newsletter article 
for a copy of the policy and its history.  On October 16, 
we will discuss the policy and our plans to implement it.  
Come share your thoughts and ideas.  
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REflections

RE Parent Open House Scheduled
ight after church on Oct. 2 in the Chapel in the Low-
er Level, there will be an open house for parents, R

with free lunch provided! Find out about the new social 
justice opportunities for your children and yourself; find 
out what you need to know to heighten your child’s inter-
est in Sunday mornings at All Souls and meet your church 
neighbors at a low-key event. Childcare will be available.

Breakfast Raises Katrina Relief Funds

he Middle School class, fortunately not all 27 of them 
and their 6 teachers, dutifully instructed by Buddy T

Adams and Ernie Cormier, requested donations at the 
September 18th RE Family Pancake Breakfast held in the 
Dining Room before church. They cooked and cleaned and 
then decided where the money should be directed.  
	 Kathy Ferger, Children’s Chapel leader, met with the 
class to speak about different options of where the money 
could go. The class donated the money to Mary Welch and 
her nephew, Nolan, a New Orleans family now relocated to 
San Diego. Additionally her niece, Dollinder Valcius from 
Winsboro, LA  and one of her daughters are temporarily 
relocated to the DC area, but  are looking to return to New 
Orleans because of the cost of housing here. 
	 Welch’s biggest concern is finding a stable place to 
stay until she can move back to New Orleans; she doesn’t 
yet know what condition her home is in, but she knows 
even if she gets a waiver on her house note, all the missed 
payments will come due within six months. One of Mary’s 
brothers, Parnell, is currently in San Diego. Her other 
brother Nelson Herbert remains in San Antonio. The class 
is writing a note to accompany their donation. 

Interracial Family Circle MLK Jr. Event
ashington D.C.’s Interracial Family Circle is hold-
ing their birthday party here on Martin Luther King W

day and we are looking for folks to host and offer radical 
hospitality to these visiting families.  Additionally, we are 
looking at the possibility of add-on programming geared 
to the specifics of the day.  If interested in either of these, 
please contact Gabrielle Farrell at 202.332.5266 or email 
at gfarrell@allsouls.ws.

Black History Gallery: February 2006

RE Is Searching For ...

arge baby food jars or jam jars; washed out tin cans 
and old towels are needed recyclables for RE this L

year.  Please put outside the Religious Educator’s office 
thru November 30th. No need after that date.

t’s not too early to become involved in this exciting 
project sponsored by MOMIE’s TLC (Mentors in Mi-I

norities Education’s Total Learning Cis-tem) and Aiyaze 
Sabeteur (he preached here on Augâ€¦â€¦..).Â  Held in the 
Youth Club the third week of February, this interactive 
event is dedicated to teaching children from area schools 
the history of African Americans.Â  Work alongside 
Howard and American University students creating and 
developing displays. For more information on the specifics 
of the Gallery, visit their website www.momiestlc.com. If 
interested in becoming involved, and I strongly encour-
age such, give Gabrielle Farrell a call at 202.332.5266 or 
e-mail me at gfarrell@allsouls.ws.

Global Warming & How You Can Help

ign up NOW for the DEC. 8 and 15 program, Global 
Warming: What It Is and What We Can Do About S

It, this Adult Spiritual Development class will be led by 
Heather McGray and Kevin Rosseel.  Our denomination 
will be voting on a policy position related to Global Warm-
ing at the 2006 GA.

Image Expert Needed
he Children’s Worship/Curriculum team needs 
someone experienced at creating projectile im-T

ages to be used during Children’s Chapel. Possibilities are 
probably more numerous than we know, but do you? Con-
tact Gabrielle Farrell at gfarrell@allsouls.ws or Kathy 
Ferger @dcstreet@smart.net if you can help.
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Ordination for Reverend Manish Mishra

ct. 16 will be a happy day for our church, when All 
Souls member Manish Mishra will be ordained to O

the Unitarian Universalist Ministry. Since Manish has had 
significant relationships with other UU churches, includ-
ing his current base in Westport, Connecticut, we are hon-
ored that he has chosen All Souls to host this celebration.
	 Manish comes to ministry by way of a career as a for-
mer U.S. diplomat during the Clinton Administration. He 
left the diplomatic service in 2001 to begin Master of 
Divinity studies at Harvard University.  
	 As a lay leader, Manish was a member of our Board 
of Trustees. In preparation for the ministry he served UU 
communities in Greenfield, Mass., Arlington, Va., and 
Marblehead, Mass., as well as Children’s National Medi-
cal Center in Washington D.C. as a hospital Chaplain.  
	 He is currently Interim Associate Minister at the Uni-
tarian Church in Westport, Conn.  One of our denomina-
tional leaders, Manish is a member of the UUA Commis-
sion on Appraisal, the Board of Skinner House Books, and 
Chair of the UU Asian/Pacific Islander Caucus.
	 The ordination service itself will take place at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 16, followed by a reception in Pierce 
Hall. All are invited, and encouraged, to attend.

KUUMBA Players’ New Season 

fter a full season last church year and the rousing 
success of “The Stream” at General Assembly (see A

the current UU World) we are anticipating a new season 
full of exciting projects with something for everyone.  As 
a result of the response to last year’s workshops, Gregory 
Ford will lead weekly sessions of Playback Theater, a 
participatory form that leads to greater spiritual awareness.  
The sessions will be held each Wednesday in the Longfel-
low Room beginning September 21.  
	 Elizabeth Andrews has returned to us from New York 
and will lead a series of workshop experiences for children 
with interest in theater.  Ben Zitelli, the cockroach in “Save 
the Humans” and the director of “Rope”, will shepherd 
us through at least two “Beyond Soundbytes”, which uses 
speeches and documents of the past and reinterprets them 
in light of today’s issues. There are lots of opportunities for 
participation. We welcome volunteers as individual partici-
pants or groups as we promote social justice through per-
formance.  Last year the Seventh Principle Committee was 
our partner in “Save the Humans,”  and we raised more 
than  $1,700 for the National 7th Principle Project.  Watch 
for announcements of events and check out our website!

Odds & Ends

Book Discussion Group

he next meeting of the Book Discussion Group will 
be at 4 p.m. on Oct. 16 (the third Sunday, a depar-T

ture from the usual) at 3251 Sutton Pl NW, Apt D.  The 
book is The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver.  
This is our auction event, so bring a dish to share. We will 
discuss at 4 p.m. and eat at 5:30 p.m. Questions? Contact 
Rose Kurland at 202-243-3184; rbkurland@aol.com. 

Ethical Dialog for October 2005
Oct 2: ‘Right Relations’ in Our Neighborhood
12,000 affordable housing units were lost in DC last 
year. Progress embraces gentrification, but at what cost?
Oct 9: Jails—Stepchild of the Criminal Justice System
Ken Kerle, with a career in studying and writing about 
jails, will introduce this topic and the questions surround-
ing its history in the U.S. and its role in the justice system.
Oct 16: Does the “Help America Vote Act” Help?
HAVA (the Help America Vote Act) requires each state 
to explain how it will comply with a new set of election 
requirements. Will these actually “help Americans vote”?
Oct 23: Jefferson and the Covenant of Right Relations
The working draft of a Covenant is being considered, but 
how do its lofty ideals help us in today’s church?
Oct 30		  Open Discussion

Let’s Go Green!
n Oct. 2 from 12:45 p.m. - 2 p.m. there will be 
a coaching session for ASC committee leaders, O

volunteers and interested members. If you are planning 
an event, meal, or other activity – learn how you can be a 
model of environmental stewardship and have FUN doing 
it! ASC’s Zero Trash Queen Lina Parikh and Seventh P’s 
chair Pam Sparr will facilitate.  This is not to be missed!
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Long-Range Planning Task Force

he purpose of this task force is to gather information 
and explore the critical issues associated with All T

Souls current and likely continued growth over the next 
ten years. Our final report with recommendations will be 
presented to the Board of Trustees and the Executive Team 
by the end of October and then to the full congregation at 
the December Annual Meeting..
	 In the several meetings we have held so far, a number 
of issues that result from our growth have commanded our 
attention. Our current list includes:
• The pros and cons of having two Sunday services 
• Whether and how to be proactive in encouraging and 
recruiting new members, particularly to ensure that our 
congregation is ever-more diverse
• What improvements does the church building require 
in order to handle our growth, prominently including for 
religious education.
• How can we ensure that every member gets adequate 
support in finding the right niche for him/her?
• Do we have/will we have enough volunteers from the 
church’s membership to effectively manage the church and 
carry out our ambitious goals?
• Assuming that we will need a capital campaign sometime 
in the relative near future, how much money are we likely 
to able to raise from the congregation and other sources?
	 We know that other issues will emerge in our final 
report, but this gives you some idea of our scope. Please 
feel free to contact any member of the task force which is 
chaired by Tom Fox and Barbara Corprew and includes 
Senior Minister Rob Hardies, Trustees Ernie Cormier and 
Dave Kerlina, Jan Albert, Judith Bauer, Van Caldwell, Lina 
Parikh, Stan Salett, Marian Urquilla, and Lloyd Wright.

Church Needs

Reflecting on Katrina ...
by Pamela Sparr, Chair, Seventh Principle Cmte.

he tragedy that has befallen the people in Missis-
sippi and Louisiana as a result of Hurricane Katrina T

has stirred anger and compassion in many of us. There are 
so many dimensions of the problems faced by residents 
rebuilding their lives and their communities.  Among the 
racial, economic and environmental justice factors needing 
addressing, there is one way our church life directly and 
practically connects with some of the challenges they face. 
	 Do you ever stop to think about the consequences of 
the plastic forks, knives, plates, or Styrofoam cups we use 
at a church meal? As we mourn the loss of life and destruc-
tion of communities, it is important for us to bear in mind 
that a significant portion of the toxic soup folks are deal-
ing with is the result of byproducts of the petrol-chemical 
industries in that area. Our committee has long urged ASC 
to reduce our use of disposables because of our concern for 
racial, economic and environmental justice. Certainly after 
Katrina, we urge us all to redouble our efforts, and help 
make Zero Trash an institutional reality every day.
	 Volunteer for one Zero Trash Sunday. Write lparikh@
yahoo.com to sign up. Consider making your event a Zero 
Trash event. Come to our coaching session after church 
on October 2 to learn how. This is a simple way you can 
honor some of the people who have borne the cost of our 
“throw away” society. This is a way you can create de-
mand for greener products and healthier lives for everyone. 

Minority Scholarship Fundraiser

n November 5 at 7:15 p.m.,  River Road Unitarian 
Church welcomes Pin Points Theatre for a perfor-O

mance of 1001 Black Inventions, an educational comedy 
for all ages, now in its 16th season. This play features the 
lives of African and African American inventors, show-
ing the audience how their genius impacts all of us! Since 
1990, RRUC’s Minority Scholarship Fund has provided 
college scholarships to minority students. Doors open at 7 
p.m., performance begins at 7:15 p.m. Reception to follow.  
Child care provided.  $25 adult, $10 youth, $60 family.  
Shirley Caminer (301) 871-8066.

Energy Rekindled ... 

ome to “Energy Rekindled,” a fall gathering facili-
tated by UUSJ, on Oct. 29 at Cedar Lane Church C

in Bethesda.  Hear an inspirational sermon at 11 a.m., then 
stay for lunch and attend workshops at 1 p.m. To register, 
go to www.uusj.org; csnavely@uusj.org; 410-588-1951.
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ALL SOULS

The deadline for All Souls is the third Friday of 
the month. Notices, articles and letters may be 
submitted anytime. E-mail, Elizabeth Preston at 
elizabeth_mae_preston@hotmail.com

Editorial policy: articles and letters about church 
activities and programs submitted by church 
members and friends of ASC will be published 
in All Souls in a timely manner. Due to space 
constraints, lengthy articles may be edited, 
and articles not time-sensitive may be held for 
subsequent issues.

Illustrations provided by Mark Mitchell.
Editor Emeritus: Lorie Allion

Publication Deadlines:
November Issue: October 21
December Issue: November 18

Editor: Elizabeth Preston
elizabeth_mae_preston@hotmail.com

Getting Started at All Souls

he Welcoming and Membership Committee invites 
those interested in learning more about and/or T

joining ASC to the following sessions during October. 
	 Step 1. Introduction. Join our Associate Minister, 
Rev. Shana Goodwin, to learn more about UUs and ASC. 
After service on Oct. 9, from 12:45 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
	 Step 2. Orientation. Those interested in joining 
ASC are invited to this three-hour session, where you 
will explore your spirituality, learn about ASC, and tour 
the church. Those who wish to join can sign the book of 
members. Wed., Oct. 12, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
	 Step 3. New Member Ingathering Sunday: New 
members are formally introduced to the congregation 
during this special Sunday Service on Nov. 20, 2005. 
	 All are welcome to attend these sessions. Attendance 
does not constitute a commitment to join All Souls. It is 
not necessary to pre-register for these sessions. Questions? 
Contact Lynne Heltman at (202)363-1478 or asc-
newmembers@verizon.net.

Getting Started

Quilting Committee Meets Again

he Quilting Committee is meeting again, after sum-
mer “vacation.” Once again, we will be quilting in T

the Longfellow Room at ASC, on the 2nd and 4th Satur-
days of each month, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00p.m.  
Remember, you do not have to know how to quilt to 
participate.  You can simply sew as directed and enjoy 
the companionship of a very nice group of folks. Come 
once or come more often.  All are welcome. For further 
info., contact Kathie Shahan @202-483-8284 or Kathie.
Shahan@USdoj.gov or Rose Kurland @ 202-243-3184 or 
Rbkurland@aol.com . 

The Covenant of Right Relations
by Gloria Hodgdon

ike most of my fellow congregants, I believe myself 
to be a gentle, loving and independent thinking L

Unitarian.  As a member of the Committee Ministry, I am 
involved in the current effort to encourage a church-wide 
dialogue on the proposed Covenant of Right Relations.  
	 Our church community has affirmed its Mission and 
Ends Statements and its Seven Principles. In doing so, we 
aspire to certain value-laden goals. The proposed Covenant 
on Right Relations can provide a roadmap for us. If you 
put the covenant alongside the Mission and Ends State-
ments and the Seven Principles,  there are no deviations.  
With examples provided by the congregation, the covenant 
says….this is how we can do that. 
	 But considering how we get to an attainment of our 
goals does not mean a lost of individuality nor does it 
mean that individuals are put on “trial.”  Rather, it places 
our individualities within the context of the community.  
And it provides the glue to keep that community together.
	 Some feedback has suggested that the covenant is just 
a piece of paper; and it does not address the spiritual expe-
rience many seek in their affiliation with ASC. Well, if we 
read it and set it aside, it IS just words on a piece of paper. 
Let’s not forget, however, that our spirituality rises out of 
the values we hold, values confirmed by our Mission and 
Ends Statements and the covenant. We are hoping that you 
will take some time now to engage with it and, as you do 
so, will consider sharing your thoughts with us.
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All Souls Church, Unitarian
The Voice 
1500 Harvard Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009

Return Service Requested

Mission & Ends Statements
 
Mission Statement of All Souls Church
To create a diverse, spirit-growing, justice-seeking 
community that transforms ourselves and our world 
into one great family of all souls.

Ends Statements: By 2008 we will be able to say of 
our congregation:
1.	 Church members of all ages discover and articulate 
the source of love in their lives and cultivate the abil-
ity to act on that love in ever-expanding circles.
2.	 All Souls is an ever-more diverse congregation, 
overcoming the barriers that divide the human family. 
3.	 Our building and grounds are welcoming, com-
fortable and accessible to all who seek their use in 
congruence with our mission.
4.	 All Souls Church is a congregation where members 
generously share human and financial resources to 
support our growing mission and ends.
5.	 All Souls Church is a leader in the Unitarian Uni-
versalist movement, by witnessing to UU values in our 
nation’s capital.
6.	 The Columbia Heights/Adams Morgan/Mt. Pleasant 
neighborhood is a more just and compassionate com-
munity because of All Souls’ prophetic leadership.
7.	 All Souls Church is a vibrant and joyful community 
of communities where all seekers find connection, 
support and spiritual growth in groups large and small.

October 2 • Choose to Bless the World • Rev. Hardies
No matter how large our sphere of influence, each of us contribute something 
to the world. The question that remains is whether what we contribute to the 
world is a blessing or a curse. Learn how to be a blessing this Sunday

October 9 • The Difference That Difference Makes • Rev. Goodwin
As Hurricane Katrina has reminded us, in spite of our “melting pot” national 
image, race still matters.  As we strive to be an “evermore diverse” congrega-
tion how do we see and talk about the differences between us?  

October 16  • Reconciliation • Revs. Hardies & Goodwin
Yom Kippur is the Jewish Day of Atonement, when people are asked to repent 
of their sins and seek out those with whom they must reconcile. Today, Revs. 
Hardies and Goodwin will explore the spiritual discipline of reconciliation 
through the lens of race in America.

October 23 • Stepping Up • Rev. Hardies • Generosity Sunday
Generosity Sunday is the day we make our financial pledge to All Souls. This 
year, we will outline the challenges facing our church and nation, and what it 
will take for us to step up to this challenge. Stay for a free, catered lunch.

October 30 • What All Souls Means to Me Now • Rev. Hardies
Several years ago I preached a sermon about the theological meaning of our 
church name, All Souls.  Like any good symbol, though, the more you sit with 
it, the deeper it makes its way into your soul. This Sunday will be about the 
deeper meanings in this symbol that is so central to our faith.

All Souls Unitarian Church Services
Services begin at 10:50 a.m.
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